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L egidative Assembly of Alberta

Titlee Tuesday, May 1, 2001
Date: 01/05/01
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

THE SPEAKER: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Dear God, author of all wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding, we ask Thy guidance in order that truth and justice
may prevail in all of our judgments. Amen.

Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Visitors
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Learning.

DR. OBERG: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's my great
pleasure today to introduce to you and through you to the Members
of the Legidative Assembly a number of international visitors who
are here with us today and seated in your gallery: the Hon. John
Aquilina, Member for Riverstone, Australia, and Minister for
Education and Training, whom | will be meeting with later today to
discuss a number of issues relevant to education. Mr. Aquilinais
joined by hiswife, Anne, and hischief of staff, Michael Waterhouse.
I’d ask themto pleaserise and receive thetraditional warm welcome
of the Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, our next international guest in your gallery isMaria
JoseViana, Secretary of Education, from Alagoas, Brazil. MsViana
was sponsored through the Rainbow of Hope for Children in
Wainwright to speak at the ATA learning network global environ-
ment and outdoor education conferencein Canmore, April 26 to 29.
Accompanying MsVianais George Bunz, president of the Rainbow
of Hope for Children, and her interpreter, Anna Driedgr. | would
ask them to rise and receive the warm welcome of the Legidative
Assembly.

MR. DOERKSEN: Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to introduceto you and
to members of the Assembly today Mr. Colin Robertson, who'sthe
Canadian consul genera stationed in Los Angeles. This is Mr.
Robertson’ sfirst official visit to Alberta since his appointment, and
we're pleased to welcome him. California is Alberta’s second
largest trading partner, with exports totaling $5.1 billion last year.
I’ sastrong, dynamic, and growing relationship, but therearecertain
ways to expand and improve it, especially in the context of the
recent discussions about continental energy supplies.

There are aso numerous opportunities for further partnership
between Alberta and California in natural gas, high technology,
education, agriculture, and particularly with respect to our Supernet
initiative, where there are excellent opportunities. The consul
genera’ svisitisan excellent opportunity to discuss these areas and
ensure Albertahasastrong voicein California. Welook forward to
building astrong and productive relationship with Mr. Robertsonin
the coming months and years. | would ask that our honoured guest
please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of our
Assembly.

head: Presenting Petitions

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-
Clareview.

MR. YANKOWSKY': Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | riseto present a

petition signed by 15 residents of Slave Lake, 132 residents of
Lethbridge, Fort Macleod, and Coaldale, and 940 residents of the
city of Edmonton. The petitioners are asking the Legidative
Assembly of Alberta
to urge the Government of Alberta to introduce amendments to the
Human Rights, Citizenship and Multiculturdism Act to alow
Alberta health professionals to opt out of those medical procedures
that offend a tenet of their religion, or belief that human life is
sacred.

head: Reading and Receiving Petitions
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerdlie.

MS CARLSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would ask that the
petition | presented yesterday now be read and received.

THE CLERK:
We, the undersigned residents of Alberta, petition the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta to urge the Government to ensure that
maximum penalties are enforced for al crimes committed with
weapons and that all youth involved in weapons related crimes be
tried in adult courts.

head: Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

MR. HUTTON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the Standing
Committee on the Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund | would like
to table the report of the Standing Committee on the Alberta
Heritage Savings Trust Fund for the 2000-2001 fiscal year.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

head: Notices of Motions
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

MR. ZWOZDESKY:: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise pursuant to
Standing Order 34(2)(a) to give notice that tomorrow, Wednesday,
May 2, | will be moving that written questions and motions for
returns appearing on that day’ s Order Paper do stand and retain their
places.

head: Introduction of Bills

Bill 8
Alberta Corporate Tax Amendment Act, 2001

MR. McCLELLAND: Mr. Speaker, | request leaveto introduce Bill
8, being the Alberta Corporate Tax Amendment Act, 2001.

Thisbill implements reductionsto corporateincome tax rates and
the elimination of the capital tax on financia institutions as an-
nounced last fall in response to recommendations made by the
AlbertaBusiness Tax Review Committee. Thebill alsoincorporates
theamendments contained in Bill 22, which wasintroduced into the
Legidaturelast year but not passed, and sometechnical amendments
resulting from changes made to the federal Income Tax Act.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 8 read afirst time]

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Government House Leader.
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MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that Bill 8 be
moved onto the Order Paper under Government Bills and Orders.

[Motion carried]

Bill 205
Municipal Government (Farming Practices Protection)
Amendment Act, 2001

MRS. GORDON: Mr. Speaker, | request leave to introduce a bill
being the Municipal Government (Farming Practices Protection)
Amendment Act, 2001.

[Motion carried; Bill 205 read afirst time]
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Bill 206
Regional Health Authorities Conflicts of I nterest Act

DR. NICOL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request |eave to introduce
abill being the Regional Health Authorities Conflictsof Interest Act.

Mr. Speaker, thishill will bring about the same kind of conflict of
interest legislation and guidelines as we have for alot of the other
government positions. Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 206 read afirst time]

head: Tabling Returnsand Reports
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Transportation.

MR. STELMACH: Thank you. It is my pleasure to table with the
Assembly today the required number of copiesof AlbertaTransporta-
tion’ s three-year highway construction and rehabilitation program,
including the north/south trade corridor projects, covering the years
2001-02 to 2003-04. Alsoincluded are copiesof the construction of
public roads and bridges for the years 2001-02 to 2003-04.
Further, Mr. Speaker, each MLA will be receiving information
relating to the project listing that appliesto their individua constitu-
ency. With respect to the listing of highway projects, those MLAs
whose constituencies are within a city will receive information
relating to the entire city. Of course, if any further information is
necessary, they can always get in contact with our office.

MS CALAHASEN: Mr. Speaker, today I'm very pleased to table
with the Legidative Assembly the annua report of the Metis
Settlements Appeal Tribunal for the year 2000. Additional copies
of the report are available through my office.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Government Services.

MR. COUTTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to table with
the Assembly this afternoon five copies of the 1999 vital statistics
annual review. Thereview summarizesall births, marriages, deaths,
and dtillbirths that occurred in 1999 in Alberta and meets our
legidativerequirement under theVital StatisticsAct. My officewill
be providing copiesto all members.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Banff-Cochrane.

1:40

MRS. TARCHUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the
Standing Committee on Legidative Offices| would liketo tablefive

copies of the report of the Chief Electoral Officer on the Edmonton-
Highlands by-election, held June 12, 2000, and the Red Deer-North
by-election, held September 12, 2000. Copies were distributed to
members on January 15, 2001.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Community Development.

MR. ZWOZDESKY': Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have three brief
tablings, if | might. First, I'd liketo table five copies of the Alberta
Motion Picture Industries Association, AMPIA, award winners for
2001, which were announced last Saturday evening in Calgary, an
event that was attended by aguest in your gallery, our consul general
to California, along with our Deputy Premier and Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development and our Member for
Airdrie-Rocky View. This list reflects many of the excellent
production projects that occurred during the year 2000 and reflects
many projects that received financial and other support from our
Alberta Foundation for the Arts. Congratulations to al of those
winners.

My second tabling, Mr. Speaker, is aletter of congratul ations to
Dr. Horst Schmid, a former member of this Assembly and a close
personal friend of many people hereincluding myself, who received
agreat honour from AMPIA this last weekend. He was presented
with the 2001 friend of the industry award arising out of his many
years of dedicated support to thisindustry, which included helping
to create the Alberta film festival, the Banff International Film
Festival, and the Alberta Motion Picture Devel opment Corporation.

My final tabling, Mr. Speaker, is aletter to Mr. Leon Lubin, the
former executivedirector of AMPIA, regarding hisrecent retirement
and thanking him for his tireless efforts to “keep it rolling” in
Alberta. Weall wish him very much successin his endeavours.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

DR. PANNU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have two tablings today.
The first one is a letter from Ms Merla Gibson of the Canadian
Federation of University Women, Alberta Council. In this letter
she'surging, on behalf of this council, the government to eliminate
public library fees.

The second tabling, Mr. Speaker, is five copies of areport just
released today by the Canadian Orthopaedic Association and the
Arthritis Society of Canada. The title of the report is Canada in
Motion, and the main point that the report makes is the long waiting
list for orthopedic surgery in the country.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

MR. MASON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm tabling today five
copies of the agreed statement of factsfiled in the Court of Queen’s
Bench of Alberta between Her Majesty the Queen and Ziad Jaber.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would liketo table
today aletter that | received recently from the Minister of Govern-
ment Services regarding the elimination of the propane fuel tax in
Alberta

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.
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MS BLAKEMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to table
the appropriate number of copies of the home page for the
ConCerv.com web site, and this one is specifically entitled An
Alternate Vision for Rossdale — Adaptive Re-use of Historic
Powerhouses.

Thank you.

head: Introduction of Guests
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Seniors.

MR. WOLOSHY N: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | had the
pleasurethisafternoon of meeting with four young ladies, university
students who belong to the Y outh Coalition Against Poverty. They
brought a petition to me which will be tabled in the near future.
They aso offered to help myself and the government address the
whole issue of homelessness. | would like the Assembly to extend
awarmwel cometo M eeraPandompatam, Shreyasi Gollapudi, Aliya
Jamal, and Roseanne Yeung. 1I'd ask them to rise and receive the
warm welcome of the Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont.

MR. HERARD: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Thisisavery
specia honour for me during Education Week to introduce to you
and through you to all members of this Assembly the very first
school from my constituency that I've ever had the pleasure of
introducing in my history asthe MLA for Cagary-Egmont, and it's
great. We have with ustoday 32 very bright grade 6 students from
St. William school in Willow Park with their energetic teacher Mrs.
DonnaBrashko. Helping Mrs. Brashko is another teacher, Mrs. Pat
Jarabek, and threeaccompanying parents: MsDianeWirringer, Mrs.
Claudette Westerbeek, and Mr. Bruce Foxal. They al got here
safely thanks to bus driver Mr. Roy Taylor. | had the pleasure of
visiting with this class last Friday, and | can assure you that these
students mirror the enthusiasm of their teacher, Mrs. Brashko, who
really is opening up aworld of opportunity for these bright young
minds. | would ask that my guests, seated in the members’ gallery,
please stand and receive the warmest welcome of the Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Community Development.

MR. ZWOZDESKY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's indeed a
pleasure for me to rise and introduce a very special group of 24
bright young minds who are here visiting the Legislature from a
wonderful school in my constituency, that being W.P. Wagner
school. In their midst is another very special young gentleman,
whom | believe you had the pleasure of meeting here not long ago
at our Youth Parliament session. His name is Ken. They are dl
accompanied by a very dedicated and energetic teacher, who
consistently helps these people achieve very high marks in all
subjects. Her nameis Arlene Cairns. | would ask this very special
group to please now rise and receive the very warm and friendly
welcome of our Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul.

MR. DANY LUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Itisindeed my pleasure
to introduceto you and through you to the members of the Assembly
the K to 12 school from Mallaig, who will be arriving at 2 p.m.
Mallaig community school, with 275 students, is a place where
students honour and respect each other’s differences and beliefs.
Mallaig schoal is a strong community school offering dual-track

education in French and English. The school also recognizes and
teaches both Catholicism and Lutheranism. Mallaig isvery famous
for their school sports, especialy for volleyball and their team, the
Stingers. Visiting ustoday isagrade 10 classaccompanied by their
teacher Todd Tanasichuk.

Thank you, very much.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Calgary-West.

MSKRYCZKA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am very pleased today,
in particular it being Education Week, to introduce to you and
through you to all members of the Legisature students from the
Mountain View school in Calgary-West. They are accompanied by
teacher Mrs. Jane Lizotte and the school president, Mr. Doug
Wright. Would they please stand and receive avery warm welcome
from this Assembly.

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, I've just been advised that perhaps the
youngest person in the members’ gallery is with ustoday. Gordon
Olsen, who runs our office in Calgary, has his young daughter with
him, Catherine. | would like her — that's right — to be held and
receive the warm welcome of the Legislature.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. It gives me agreat dea
of pleasure today to introduce to you and through you to al mem-
bers in the Assembly Jim Ragsdale from the Edmonton-Glengarry
constituency. Jimmy was atireless worker during the last election,
and | would like him to now rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the House.

Thank you.

head: Oral Question Period

THE SPEAKER: First main question.
Official Opposition.

The hon. Leader of the

Teachers Salaries

DR. NICOL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are to the
Premier. Why insert a6 percent salary budget line in the budget if
it is not a solid commitment that you expect the school boards to

keep?

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, as | said, that line item was put in the
budget — 1 indicated thisto the mediayesterday, and the hon. Leader
of the Official Opposition was present at that news conference — |
think to remove all expectations on the part of the teachers' union,
the ATA, that a 30 percent increaseisin the bookswheninfactitis
not.

1:50

DR. NICOL: Mr. Speaker, when the Premier says that they can
actually take money out of theincreasein theinstructiona grantsto
supplement this, how doeshe expect it to be any kind of aguideline?

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, wethink that a6 percent raise is enough
for those school jurisdictions that haven't completed their negotia-
tions with teachers to make their teachers amongst the highest paid
if not the highest paid in Canada. The boards can negotiate higher
sdaries if they wish, using funds from their general instructional
grants. That flexibility is available to the various school boards.
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THE SPEAKER: The hon. leader.

DR. NICOL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My next question isto the
minister of human resources. Can the minister of human resources,
who is responsible for the Labour Relations Code, tell us if the
Minister of Learning has conferred with him to determine the
possible impact of the salary line item on the collective bargaining
process?

THE SPEAKER: Hon. leader, it’s inappropriate to raise questions
with respect to inner-cabinet consultations. However, if theminister
wants to venture forth, he may choose to do so.

MR. DUNFORD: No.

THE SPEAKER: Second main question. The hon. Leader of the
Official Opposition.

DR. NICOL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Back to the Premier, please.
How can the Premier say that thereisflexibility in the system when
the government has effectively given loca school boards afloor or
aguideine for teachers' salaries, which isbasically 6 percent?

MR. KLEIN: A guidelineis precisely that, Mr. Speaker, aguideline.
As | indicated to the hon. member, the school boards do and will
have the flexibility to increase wages, if they so wish, using the
general instructional grants.

I'll have the hon. Minister of Learning further respond.

DR. OBERG: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, as you know,
included in thisyear’ s budget for the first time was a 6 percent line
item that would ensure that our teachers would be the highest paid
among provincesin Canada. During the el ection campaign we heard
one very important issue, and that was the classroom issue. We
heard about class size. We heard about functioning of classrooms.
What Budget 2001 doesis allow the school boards the flexibility of
closeto $135 million in thefirst year, followed by $240 million the
second year, to beableto put thosetowardsteachers' salaries, if they
so wish, to be ableto put them towards the classroom. The question
that | always get since that time has been: well, you took away our
flexibility. For the last 50 years the school boards have been
negotiating teachers' salaries versus classroom issues out of their
general grant. In actua fact what we have doneis madeit easier for
them in that we have said that we want the teachers to have at |east
4 percent and 2 percent. That'stheissue.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. leader.

DR. NICOL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When they say that they're
going to make it at least 6 percent, does that not bind the school
boards and create expectations on the public’ sbehalf that the school
boards are now expected to live up to? Doesthat not interfere with
the collective bargaining process?

MR. KLEIN: No, it doesn’t interfere with the collective bargaining
process, Mr. Speaker. This is a budget item. I'm sure that the
Leader of the Official Opposition would like the assurancethat he's
going to get a 6 percent raise. If he were back being a university
professor and the board of governors said that he will be guaranteed
at least 6 percent, | don’t think he'd be whining.

DR. NICOL: Mr. Speaker, | left the university when they told me
how | could get my budget set.

Will the Premier confirm that the strategy of inserting 6 percent
in the budget was a mistake now that he' sindicated that it’sonly an
opening offer?

MR. KLEIN: No, Mr. Speaker, it'snot amistake. It'saclear signa
that school boards have at least 6 percent to give their teachers plus
the flexibility to provide more, if absolutely necessary, from the
basicinstructional grants. | think it'sagood deal. It'sagood deal
from a budget point of view, and it's a good deal for the ATA,
because they know that they have that in their pocket. What do they
say? A bird in the hand is better than two in the bush?

THE SPEAKER: Third Official Opposition main question. Thehon.
Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

DR. MASSEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last week the Minister of
Learning indicated that the budget included a final position of 6
percent for teachers' salary increases over two years. In the past
number of days a number of figures have been attributed to the
Premier. Yesterday, and | quote: alow position of something in the
neighbourhood of 6 percent. My questions are to the Minister of
Learning. Wasthe 6 percent the opening offer or thefinal offer for
teachers?

DR. OBERG: Mr. Speaker, for roughly the fourth time in this
Assembly | will stand up and answer the same question. As| made
it abundantly clear the day of the budget, as | made it abundantly
clear oneday, two days, and three days after the budget, the teachers
are guaranteed a 4 percent raise this September 1 and a 2 percent
raise next September 1. But there is nothing stopping the teachers
and the school boards from sitting down and negotiating what isthe
most important factor in their school. If the teachers and the school
boards feel the most important factor is class size, then the money
will gotoclasssize. If it' steachers’ salaries, then it will go to them.

Mr. Speaker, what we have done hereis put the flexibility in the
hands of the school boards and the teachers, the people who know
what’ sgoing on in the school s by far the best, and the decisionisup
to them as to how they spend that $135 million. We have guaran-
teed by using 4 and 2 percent that our teachers will be the highest
paid in the land, and | think that’s gresat, but if the school boards
want to make them higher, they can. They have aflexibility in this
budget actually to increase by an extra 10 percent, up to close to 16
percent, if they sowish. Itisup to the school boardsand it isup to
the teachers to determine what the most important need isin their
particular school district.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

DR. MASSEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: will
negotiations be reopened with those teacher groups who have
already settled for less than 6 percent?

DR. OBERG: Mr. Speaker, thereareroughly seven boardswho have
already signed for the upcoming year, and these boardswill havethe
ability as of September 2001 — again, in the contracts what has to
occur isthat both the teachers and the school boards have to agree
to open the contract. They have the ability to take the 4 percent at
that time if they so wish. If they don’t wish, the school board can
keepit. That 4 percent hasto befor teachers’ salariesbecauseweon
this side feel teachers are important.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.
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DR. MASSEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the
Premier. Giventhat the Premier hasindicated that thereisno money
hidden in the school board operations budget, just where is the
money for settlements above 6 percent to come from?

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, | aready indicated that there is a line
itemrelativeto salaries. There'saso alineitem relative to instruc-
tional grants. As the hon. minister pointed out, the school boards
have theflexibility to use that instructional grant to assess and meet
their own priorities.

DR. OBERG: If | may on thisissue, Mr. Speaker. Included in the
budget this year is $115 million, that they have the ability to use.
Included next year is another 3 percent, which is close to $100
million or alittle over $100 million. So in the two years they have
$215 million that they can use for exactly what the hon. member has
just asked.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. leader of the third party.

Orthopedic Surgery Waiting Lists

DR. PANNU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today the Canadian
Orthopaedic Association and the Canadian Arthritis Society have
relessed two studies, both indicating that the national indirect
economicimpact of excessivewaiting listsiscloseto $18 billion per
year due to lost productivity. In a survey of September 2000 the
Capital Region Medical Staff Association showed that Edmonton
patients were forced to wait up to nine months for orthopedic
surgery. My questions are to the Minister of Health and Wellness.
What is the estimated economic cost of long waiting lists to the
economy of Alberta?

MR. MAR: Mr. Speaker, | can say with some confidence that those
individuas who actually use the health care system indicate a very
high level of satisfaction with the service that they receive. Having
said that, there are some legitimate issues as they relate to waiting
lists for a number of different areas, and | can say with confidence
aso that we are addressing them. We have made a number of
announcements over the last year that have dealt with waiting lists
in anumber of critical areas, and we' ve made announcements and
made good on our promises to invest in the areas of people, plant,
and equipment. As a conseguence and including some moneys
targeted specifically at waiting lists, there are improvements being
demonstrated.
2:00

I cannot answer the hon. member’s question as it relates to an
economic cost that I' m aware of —that kind of analysis has not been
done—but | can say with confidence that our waiting lists are going
down, Mr. Speaker. The number of physicians has gone up, the

number of nurses has gone up, and the number of people waitingin
lines and the times that they are waiting have gone down.

DR. PANNU: My supplementary to theminister: arewaitinglistsfor
orthopedic surgeries in Calgary and the rest of the province as bad
asthey currently arein the city of Edmonton?

MR. MAR: Well, Mr. Speaker, theissue of orthopedicsin particular
isavery interesting one. One of the areas that we have invested in
is a centre of excellence in bone and joint in the city of Calgary.
When it comesto strictly competing on the basis of remuneration for
physicians and health care professionals, it will be very difficult for
the province of Alberta to compete with many other jurisdictions

that are able to provide more financia remunerations to such
professionals. However, by providing investment and environments
in research and gathering critical mass, we are being very successful
in recruiting people. Again, it's not just people. It's a balance of
people, plant, and equipment that we' ve invested in. We think the
centre of excellence in bone and joint in Calgary is an excellent
initiative and is already paying dividends for us.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

DR. PANNU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My fina supplementary to
the minister: is the private, for-profit provision of orthopedic
services till one of the major options that the government is
considering using to reduce the waiting lists?

MR. MAR: Mr. Speaker, that | am aware of, nobody has put that
proposal before usto have, for example, hip replacementsdonein a
private surgical facility. | can say that for those services that have
been approved under private surgical facilities, the total value of
contracts, some 34 contracts, amounts to just under $10 million out
of an overall global budget of roughly $6 billion. Soitisarelatively
small part of our health care system. 1I'm not suggesting it is
unimportant, however. Should the College of Physicians and
Surgeons determine that it is medically safe — medically safe — to
provide any kind of service under a private surgical facility, then
certainly we'll giveit consideration.

Teachers Salaries
(continued)

MRS. JABLONSKI: Mr. Speaker, since the release of the budget
there has been alot of discussion in my constituency and elsewhere
about teachers salaries. It's been suggested that teachers are not
keeping pace with inflation. Can the Minister of Learning tell me
how the salary of ateacher who started teaching in my constituency
of Red Deer-North in '92-93 would compare to a teacher starting
today?

THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

DR. OBERG: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. If | may, | will
use figures from Red Deer public as opposed to Red Deer Catholic.
A teacher who started off in 1992-93 in their first year of teaching
would have received $30,864. Today that same teacher would be
earning $54,330. With apotential 6 percent increasein the budget,
that we' ve talked about several timeshere, they would earn $57,633
by 2002-2003. That’s an 86 percent increase.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MRS. JABLONSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would again ask the
Minister of Learning. Based on this salary grid, how would a
teacher at the maximum end of the scale comparefrom’92-93 levels
to current levels of pay today?

THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

DR. OBERG: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It doesvary with
jurisdictions, but in general the teachers with 11 years' experience
in 1992-93 versus 11 years experience today would have received
anet increase of about 12 and a half percent. What that meansis
that they have received increases of 17 percent, and as you know,
they did receive a decrease of 5 percent in the ' 94-95 budget year.
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So in general ateacher with four years' experience would have been
making about $52,000 in '92-93 and would be making roughly a
little over $59,000 today.

MRS. JABLONSKI: Mr. Speaker, with thesedifferent rates of salary
increase, can the Minister of Learning explain how this grid system
works and how it benefits all Albertateachers?

DR. OBERG: I'll keep it very short, Mr. Speaker. Very quickly,
what happens is that for the first 11 years of ateacher’s career the
teacher receives an automatic increase on the grid, so over those 11
years, regardless of any increases, the teacher would be increased.
What you have is a second component, which adds to the com-
pounded effect of the increase which led to the 86 percent increase,
and that increase is due to the actual amount per year. So that's
what brings it up to the 86 percent increase that | talked about
earlier.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar,
followed by the hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

School Closures

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. AsEducation Week
continues, so, unfortunately, do the school closures across the
province. Y esterday the Premier said that he had no idea how many
school closureswewill see, if any. Oneestimate hasput that ashigh
as 20 percent of al public schoolsintheprovince. My first question
istothe Premier. Will the Premier acknowledgethat school closures
are caused by his government’s school utilization formula?

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, school closures are caused by people or
the lack of people. You know, if there are no students, there isno
need for schools. | mean, that makes perfect, logical sense. Would
this hon. member keep a school open to accommodate no students?
Yes. Well, he'saLiberal, and he would.

Mr. Speaker, as | explained yesterday, the dynamics and the
demographics of municipal districtsand countiesand municipalities
are constantly changing, and to accommodate those changes, school
boards have to make decisions. Where schools are being closed,
new schools are being built in other areas where they are needed.
It's happened in the past, it's happening now, and it will happen as
long as we live and for many, many, many years theresfter.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. AgaintothePremier:
will the Premier acknowledge that the families hurt by school
closures are those in inner-city neighbourhoods and those in rural
communities?

MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, school boards are not there to hurt
people. They're there to administer good education and good
education opportunities for our young people. They put themselves
up for election, and they undertake acommitment to provide quality
education, as this government makes a commitment to provide the
funding for quality education to the best of our ability. The simple
fact isthat changing dynamics, changing demographics cause some
schoolsto be closed and other schoolsto be opened. It'sassimple
asthat.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR.MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. AgaintothePremier:

will the Premier commit to celebrating Education Week by scrap-
ping his flawed utilization formula?
Thank you.

MR. KLEIN: Theutilization formulais not flawed, Mr. Speaker. It
comesdown to very simple mathemati cs and economicsthat perhaps
even the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar can understand. |f
there are no students, then there' s not a need for a school. If there
are many students, then there’ s a need for a school.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

2:10 Agriculture Safety Net Programs

MR. MARZ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last year this government
recognized and responded to the economic crisisin theoil and grain
sector of the agriculture industry by providing two payments of
$4.29 and $6 for atotal of $10.29 per acre. Just |ast Friday the hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Devel opment announced a
further payment for the year 2000 of $10.29 an acre, even though
commodity prices have not significantly increased and the input
costs have risen significantly, especially with nitrogen fertilizer
going up by $20 to $30 an acre because of natural gasprices. Soit’'s
argued that natural gas prices have actualy increased the provincial
coffers while increasing farm input costs. Could the Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Devel opment assure the farmersof this
province that if the commodity markets do not improve over the
summer months, this government will continue to listen to their
concerns and provide a further acreage payment this fall?

MRS. McCLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, the one thing | can assure the
hon. member and all hon. members is that this government will
continueto listen very carefully to agricultural producers’ concerns.

Will we provide afurther acreage payment? | think that would be
purely hypothetical, although we do know that markets have not
improved significantly, that commodity pricesarerising slightly but
not nearly as therise of input costs. What | believe would be more
responsive to the producers of this province isto continue the work
onthereview of the safety net program so that producers can operate
from year to year with an assurance that they can manage some of
the risks that are associated with producing a crop.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. MARZ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister:
could the minister outline for this House how much of the recent
payment that was announced on Friday comes from the Provincial
Treasurer and how much comes from the federal government?

MRS. McCLELLAN: The federa government provided $500
million for all of Canadafor oil and grain producers. Alberta’ sshare
of that was $126.8 million. | think that the agreement committed us
to cost sharing that at 60 percent federal and 40 percent provincial,
which would have meant that we would have contributed about $85
million. | think the hon. member will know, as producers do, that
we contributed significantly higher than that, and fromthecals!’ve
had in my office, Mr. Speaker, the agricultural community is quite
appreciative of that.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. MARZ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, based on what the
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minister tells me, could she tell me why we are providing less per
acre this year than we did last year, even though the input costs are
higher this year?

MRS. McCLELLAN: Actually, Mr. Speaker, thefarmer isreceiving
exactly the same amount this year as they did last year. We would
have liked to have been able to provide more. However, as we go
through the budget debate department by department, we'll under-
stand that we were trying to meet all of Albertans’ priorities.

We' ve made some commitments to producersin other areas. We
have a number of programs in place, so our commitment is much
higher than the $10.29 an acre, and we'll continue with that
commitment. It's maybe not enough, but it’s what we could do. |
think that if you look at the summer rebate program for irrigation
farmers, if you look at the 30 percent reduction in crop insurance
premiums, and if you look at the continued support they’'ll get
through Bill 1, the producersin thisprovincewill recognizethat this
government supports what they’re doing, appreciates what they’'re
doing, and will continue to listen to them and work with them.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview,
followed by the hon. Member for Lacombe-Stettler.

Health Information Act

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Although the Health Informa-
tion Act was proclaimed last week, the minister of heath has
announced asix-month implementation grace period. My questions
aretotheminister. What stepswill the minister betaking to prevent
people from disregarding the act during this grace period?

MR. MAR: Mr. Spesker, | think that thisisagood question. | think
the best answer rests with the fact that we worked greatly with
stakehol der groupswho will beworking with the Health Information
Act, and we'll continue to work with them. We provided such
stakehol ders with information sessions, indicated to them how the
act isintended to work and how it is not intended to work. | should
giveagood deal of credit to the Information Commissioner, who has
done agreat deal of servicein this particular regard.

Mr. Spesker, we know that there are some concerns asthey relate
to how the act should work and shouldn’t work, which is why Mr.
Clark, the Information Commissioner, indicated that he would have
this six-month grace period to allow for transition beforewe got into
asituation like the hon. member has identified. Also, we' ve made
the commitment that if there are difficulties with particular parts of
the regulations, we can take that six-month period and make
amendments to them as may seem fit.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The act exempts medical
recordsgenerated by private health care providers. Will theminister
explain this exemption?

MR. MAR: Well, Mr. Speaker, what the hon. member has said is
correct. Our first priority has to be with the publicly administered
system. It has been raised as an issue that perhaps private providers
should fall within the scope of thisact. That issueisbeing consid-
ered; however, the fina decision on whether that will in fact be
implemented has not yet been made.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under section 38 of theact the
Premier’s personal medical records could befiled in the provincia
archives without the Premier’ s consent if afuture minister of health
feelsthey have enduring historic value. Has the minister explained
thisto the Premier?

MR. MAR: No, Mr. Spesker.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Stettler, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Library Funding

MRS. GORDON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Libraries: the past, the
present, thefuture; exciting new technologies, new innovative ways
of delivering service. Postbudget, post library conference held last
weekend in Jasper, my questions are to the Minister of Community
Development. Mr. Minister, will the $700,000 identified for
libraries within your budget be used to increase the per capita
funding, cut in 1994, or will it be used to bring the 1997 census
figures now used to current 2000-2001 population numbers?

THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MR.ZWOZDESKY : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Infact, the $700,000
increase in this year's budget, which takes Alberta library funding
from about $14.2 million up to $14.9 million, isquite specifically to
reflect the popul ation growth that we' ve experienced invariousparts
of this province. It is not part of the per capita increase that we
heard so much about in the Jasper convention this weekend. That
issue was raised on a number of occasions, and | did promise them
that | would have alook at that and see what theimpact isor isn't as
we look at this very important aspect of the Alberta intellectual
advantage.

MRS. GORDON: Again to the sameminister. Asnew technologies
evolve, are there any plans within your department — and | stress
within your department —to further assist the Alberta Library, TAL,
to expand the patron-popular, patron-satisfied AlbertaLibrary card,
that allows many Albertans walk-in access to borrowed books
through any one of over 300 participating libraries in Alberta? A
wonderful card, awonderful system.

MR. ZWOZDESKY : Yes, Mr. Speaker, the project is a wonderful
project, and I’ m very supportive of it. TAL, aswemay know, isthe
AlbertaLibrary. It'saconsortium that reflectsthe concerns of about
245 librariesin thisprovince. One of their important projectsisthis
universal access card for library services for those individuals or
those libraries who are part of that particular membership system.
While we do provide $50,000 a year annually to this consortium,
there are no plans at this stage to expand that money to further the
Alberta Library card project, not at thistime.

| would say that we did increase the Alberta public library
electronic network funding by another $1.75 million, which is a
partnership project between us and the TAL group. Also, Mr.
Speaker, on the weekend | presented a cheque for $25,000 to a
project that involvesthe CNIB and the TAL group, and that' s called
VisuNet, to help userswho find it impossible in fact to use conven-
tional print materials. So there aretwo very good projectsthere that
they’ ve benefited from.

2:20

MRS. GORDON: Mr. Minister, what role postbudget do you see
libraries playing at the community level in year 2001 and beyond,



268 Alberta Hansard

May 1, 2001

whether that library be in downtown Edmonton or in Mirror,
Alberta, population 487?

THE SPEAKER: WEell, that sure leads us to an opinion statement
and request.

So let’'s move on to the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

Drug Treatment Courts

MS BLAKEMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are for
theMinister of Justice. Would theminister pleaseinformthisHouse
about the status of his discussions with the federal Justice depart-
ment concerning the establishment of drug treatment courts in
Alberta?

MR. HANCOCK: | haven't had those discussionsyet, Mr. Speaker,
but I'm looking forward to them.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MSBLAKEMAN: Thank you. Hasthe minister done any research
at al in his department as to the estimated cost to the province of
establishing and operating such a court?

MR.HANCOCK: Well, Mr. Speaker, wehaveanumber of priorities
in the department with respect to dealing with issues of significance,
and certainly dealing with drugsisanissueof significance, but at the
present time | don't believe we have any studies going on with
respect to establishing adrug court. Therewas an announcement or
a discussion from the federal minister some months ago about a
keenness to get on with that type of aproject, and | believe that we
have at the senior officials level some discussions happening.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MSBLAKEMAN: Thank you. Aspart of those discussionsthat are
happening, then, can the minister enlighten the House as to whether
the department is considering drug treatment courtsin both Edmon-
ton and Calgary or just one of those cities?

MR. HANCOCK: Well, no, Mr. Speaker, because as |’ veindicated,
the discussions are at a preliminary level among senior officials.
I’veindicated that | have an interest in proceeding in that direction
if we can doit within the context of our budgetary allotment. We've
got anumber of priorities on thetable. | certainly think drugsarea
priority, and if we can proceed in that direction, I’m very interested
in doing so.

So I'veindicated to our senior officialsan interestinthearea. As
soon as we heard that the federal minister was interested in drug
courts, | asked them to engage in the discussion, and when it getsto
a level where we have some information as to what the federal
government is prepared to do in the area, how much in the way of
resources they're prepared to put into it, and how we can fit into
their proposal, it'll come to my table for a policy decision.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands,
followed by thehon. Member for Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert.

Automatic Bank Debit Authorization

MR. MASON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Hundreds of thousands of
Albertans now pay their bills, mortgages, car payments, and make
charitable and political contributions through automatic debits on

their bank accounts. One of the most disturbing aspects of the
National Post negative option billing case | asked about last week is
the fact that they were given access to an automatic debit arrange-
ment set up with a different supplier, being the Edmonton Journal.
My question is to the Minister of Government Services. What
protection, if any, exists to prevent a supplier from tapping into a
consumer’ sautomatic debit account to chargethem for aservicethat
they neither ordered nor agreed to pay for?

THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MR. COUTTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The issue that the hon.
member brought up last week: | just want to | et thisHouse know that
the matter is still under review. Evidence to this date appears to
indicate that this particular campaign began about two or three
months ago, and it's not really known whether or not anyone's
account has actually been debited at this point in time. However,
we're continuing to investigate. The newspapers that are involved
have stated that they are prepared to provide arefund to anyonewho
has been billed, and that is still under review aswell. The national
newspaper that isinvolved hasin the meantime suspended the entire
campaign.

MR. MASON: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate that, but it was not the
question.

Will the minister commit to action to ensure that third parties
cannot direct financial institutionsto alter debit billings without the
expressed permission of the account holder?

MR. COUTTS: Mr. Speaker, under thefinancia act that we havein
place today, we are not required to protect privacy, as banks and
other federally regulated financial institutions are regulated by the
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act,
which came into effect January 1, 2001.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. MASON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The questionredlly is: can
we prevent financial institutions from altering debit arrangements at
the request of a third party without the permission of the account
holder?

MR. COUTTS: Mr. Spesker, section 22 of our own FTA states that
acustomer isnot liableto pay for goods or services and would have
aclaimagainst any supplier or any financial institutionif fundswere
withdrawn without authorization.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St.
Albert, followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

Protection against Family Violence Act

MR. HORNER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Protection against family
violence is an important issue to al of us here in this Legislature.
It's an issue on which we all would like to see positive steps taken.
There are many victims in these cases, and protection is extremely
important. Removing the antagonist is certainly amajor step in the
protection of thesevictims. It'salso critical to maintain some form
of stable home life. My question is to the hon. Minister of Chil-
dren’s Services. The new Protection against Family Violence Act
has been said to be a success story to improve the lives of abused
personsin Alberta. Can the minister tell us how many victims have
been able to stay in their homes because of this act?
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THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MS EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It isa pleasure, indeed, to
profilethe new act and what it hasresulted in. From June’ 99 when
it was evaluated, from that period forward to February of this year
we've had 224 victimsthat have been ableto stay in their homes. It
isnot only asuccessbecausethe abuser is prevented from contacting
the victim either in the home, the workplace, or in the school but
because in co-operation with the Minister of Justice and the
authorities in Justice we' ve been able to get the abuser in to receive
help more quickly. They are up in a courtroom setting. Agencies
are there to start the healing process with all members of the family,
focusing on the abuser but aso being conscious of the needs of the
victim and the victim’s family as well.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. HORNER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary,
then, isto the same minister. Can the minister clarify to us how the
Protection against Family Violence Act has helped reduce family
violence in Alberta?

MSEVANS: Mr. Speaker, over the past few months, while we have
had this opportunity to review the legidation, we have had a third-
party consulting firm, Howard Research, conduct an evaluation of
the success of thelegidlation. One of the most dominant characteris-
tics is the increased awareness not only by those people that are
involved, such as the police, social workers and so on, but the
increased awareness of the kinds of support we can give to victims
of violence.

Mr. Speaker, this report | will table today in the appropriate
number of copies so that other members who may not have been
privileged to hear of the release of it last year will have an opportu-
nity to review the context in which we find ourselves today; that is,
more people receiving help at an earlier stage. Families that have
been previously subjected to violence are aware of another opportu-
nity to create protection within thefamily aswell. We have reduced
the incidence of family violence behaviour. | urge people to read
this report.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. HORNER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister of
Children’s Services tell us whether funding has increased this year
for sheltersin Alberta?

MSEVANS: Mr. Speaker, it hasincreased from $ll millionto $13.6
million. Thisissignificant not only because of the help that we are
being able to give people, not only in the 19 shelters inclusive of
which are two second-stage housing opportunities, but because we
are also going to assist the sheltersthroughout Albertato track their
statistics, to know where those people that are not in fact admitted
to shelters are provided accommodation. Last year we provided
alternate accommodation for some 8,600 people. We have to |ook
at opportunities that allow us to be more knowledgeable and serve
better the needs of the family that is avictim of violence.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry,
followed by the hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

School Transportation
MR. BONNER: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Children’s

Forum report of 1999 recommended that | egidlation beimplemented
to reduce the time that students spend on buses. My first questionis
to the Minister of Learning. Given that busing studentsis an issue
across this province, will the minister support legislation to reduce
busing time for children?

2:30

DR. OBERG: Mr. Speaker, what we have now is varying degrees of
busing around the province. Obviously thisisalarge province. In
some rural areas in my own constituency | have people that are
probably 40 to 45 minutes from their closest school. That's purely
an element of distance. In the urban surroundingswhat wedo isfor
anything over 2.4 kilometres we pay for thebusing. | don’t feel that
putting in legislation limiting the time in busing would be advanta-
geous at all in this province, because we have so many people that
are so spread out and, quite frankly, are along ways from existing
schools. We are not going to be building schools for one student.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
why isthis government reluctant to reduce busing time for students
when we know that these hours could be better spent on learning
rather than riding?

DR. OBERG: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member has an excellent point.
Obvioudly, if these kids were in school for the extra hour, it would
be much better for the student. But there are some physical redlities
in Alberta, and those physical redlities arethat the people arealong
way from schools and we have to get them there. We are not going
to go back to the 4 by 4 system, that was instituted in this province
inthe 1900s, wherethey said that there would be aschool every four
miles because that’ s how far a person could walk. We're not going
to go back to that system. He has a good point about expanding
learning opportunities. | would love to be able to do that, but the
distances are there in this province.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplemen-
tary questionisto the Minister of Transportation. Doesthisminister
support legislation to reduce the time students spend on buses and
thereby increase the safety of our roads for all Albertans?

THE SPEAKER: We're on the subject of safety here, not the
minister’s personal opinion.

MR. STELMACH: Mr. Speaker, | would say that this province of
Alberta enjoys some of the best roads in Canada, some of the best
maintained roadsand best sideroads. | think that |eads greatly to the
safety of our most treasured possessions, and that’s our children.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

Hotel Tax

MR. VANDERBURG: Mr. Speaker, my question isto the Minister
of Economic Development. Presently the Alberta government
collects about $45 million in hotel taxes. It'salot of dollars. My
hotel/motel association in Whitecourt-Ste. Anneand their operators
would liketo seethistax eliminated. How wasthisaddressed in this
budget?
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THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.
MR. NORRIS: You'd like me to stand up or speed it up?

THE SPEAKER: No. Y ou can go with that, but we' regoing to have
your estimates before us here, too, before too long.

MR. NORRIS: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Therationale
for not addressing the tax in the recent budget was that the tax was
indeed reviewed in the fall of 2000 by the Alberta Business Tax
Review Committee. At that point the tax committee found that this
hotel tax does not constitute an unfair tax.

My understanding of this issue that the hon. Member for
Whitecourt-Ste. Anneraisesis that the money that’ sheing raised in
theform of atax should be more directed towards tourism spending.
This government doesn’'t as a rule tie tax revenues to specific
programs. However, we are listening and in the last redefinition of
our budget found $2 million moreto put towards tourism spending.
That bringsthetotal tourism spending to $18 million. | will tell you,
Mr. Speaker, that my department and | are very anxious to continue
finding ways to promote the beautiful province that God’ s given us
through tourism.

Thank you.

MR. VANDERBURG: Mr. Speaker, leading to my last question: if
the government is looking to review this, when will this review
actually happen, and when will it be complete?

MR. NORRIS: Well, Mr. Speaker, part of the Alberta advantage of
course is the fact that this government listens very closely to
businesses and their input on taxes and how we deal with thosetaxes
raised and spent. As such — and hon. members all know this —we
have the lowest tax burden in Canada on businesses, and that’ swhy
they keep setting up here.

With regard to reducing business taxes, this government is
committed to reducing businesstaxesover $1 billioninthe next four
years, Mr. Speaker. It continues to be the best and the envy of
Canada. With regards to this specific tax, my department and | are
continually reviewing it and finding ways to make it more effective
for the hotel industry and the people involved. | would very much
liketowork closely with the hon. member and othersinvolvedinthe
tourist industry to find the best way to deal with thistax and how to
spend it, but | should let you know it's always in the scope for
change, and we will look at it in due course in the next year.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs,
followed by the hon. Member for Vermilion-LIoydminster.

Lottery Fund

MR. LUKASZUK: Mr. Speaker, this year gaming revenue is
forecast to be approximately $1 billion. As| understand it, gaming
revenue is no longer alocated to the genera revenue fund but,
rather, is diverted to the Alberta lottery fund. Members of my
constituency have asked me on numerous occasionshow thesefunds
are distributed to Alberta communities. My first question is to the
Minister of Gaming. Can the minister outline the types of projects
and initiatives that are funded by the Albertalottery fund?

THE SPEAKER: Hon. minister, we could go on with this one for

about an hour and a half. | would just like to point out that May 7

isday 5 and the hon. minister’ s estimates will be before the House.
Please proceed.

MR. STEVENS: Indeed, Mr. Speaker, and | think | only need about
three minutesin total.

The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs is quite correct
that the revenue from this source is approximately $1 billion this
year and that it in fact is not part of general revenue. Asaresult of
recommendations coming out of the 1998 gaming summit, those
funds go into the Alberta lottery fund, which does incredibly good
work throughout this province.

There are essentialy two waysin which the funds are distributed.
One is through various foundations and programs; the other is
through special projects and initiatives. Foundations and programs
deal with such thingsashel ping communitiesbuild hockey rinksand
playgrounds and community facilities, and the specia projects and
initiatives do such things asinfrastructure projects and construction
of health and learning facilities. | think, for the hon. member and all
Albertans, indeed, who would be interested in more detail on this,
they should look at the Internet at www.gaming.gov.ab.ca.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. LUKASZUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Asthe hon. minister
was so eloquent in hisanswer, I'll proceed to my fina question. Can
the minister please advise me and my constituents how these funds
are alocated through the various boards?

THE SPEAKER: The hon. minister.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Essentially, thefundsare
in large measure all ocated through grant programs and foundations.
I’veindicated that there are anumber of those within the Ministry of
Gaming. There are two specific ones: the community facility
enhancement program and some 88 community |ottery boards. In
Community Development there are a number of foundations: the
Alberta Foundation for the Arts; the Alberta Historical Resources
Foundation; the Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife
Foundation; the Wild Rose Foundation. All of these programs do
incredibly good work within our communities. | can tell the hon.
member that in this upcoming year some $128 million will be
allocated to those foundations. Those foundations each have a
mandate, and they're responsible for fulfilling the mandate and
getting those funds out into the community.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster.

Regional Health Authority Boundaries

MR. SNELGROVE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for
the Minister of Health and Wellness. Boundary changes to the
health regions will result in the operations of the Mannville health
carecomplex transferring to adifferent region. My questionis: what
assurances can the minister give the residents of Mannville and
district that the level and delivery of service will not be compro-
mised?

MR. MAR: Well, Mr. Speaker, | want to assure the member and
members of this Assembly and Albertansthat the boundary changes
that are being contemplated are minor. They will not affect where
Albertansgo for health services, nor will it affect thelevel of service
that they receive. Of the 17 regional health authority regions, there
will be small boundary changes to 10 areas. These changes will
allow usto better aligntheregional health authority boundarieswith
those of municipal districts.

Now the specific areathat the hon. member isreferring to is part
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of Minburn county. Minburn county was located in both the East
Central and the Lakeland regiona health authority regions, and
under the new boundary al of Minburn, including Mannville, will
be part of the Lakeland health region, Mr. Speaker.

2:40
THE SPEAKER: The hon. member.

MR. SNELGROVE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My only supplemen-
tal questionisalsotothesameminister. Would the minister confirm
that the delivery of home care and ambulance services will remain
comparable?

MR. MAR: Mr. Speaker, | can confirm that home care and ambu-
lance servicesto clients will not be changed as aresult of the these
minor boundary changes. The Department of Health and Wellness
and the regional health authorities of East Central and Lakeland are
working together to ensure that there is a smooth transition of the
services, the finances, and the capital resources between the two
regions.

THE SPEAKER: Hon. members, very shortly we'll call on the first
of a number of members today to participate in Members State-
ments.

May | say to all of you: congratulations; well done. My target
today was to get all the membersinto the question period. We had
16 members participate. Wehad atotd of 45 questionsand answers
in a time frame of 51 minutes, which is realy very, very good.
Thank you very much for your co-operation.

In 30 seconds from now we will go to Members' Statements, but
in the interim can we revert to Introduction of Guests?

[Unanimous consent granted)]

head: Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Deputy Premier.

MRS. McCLELLAN: Mr. Speaker, thank you for the indul gence of
the Assembly to allow me to introduce a young woman from my
constituency, who | believeis here today on some business but also
thought that she should come and check to see if the person she
worked hard to elect wasactually in the Assembly doing her job. 1'd
like to introduce Wendy Gladdish of Hanna, and I'd ask Wendy to
stand and receive the warm wel come of the Assembly.

head: Members Statements

THE SPEAKER: Hon. members, in afew secondsfromnow 1’11 call
on the hon. Member for St. Albert to participate.

Education

MRS. O'NEILL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | riseto lend my
voice to the celebratory chorus honouring the remarkable learning
and teaching that is taking place across this province during
Education Week and, indeed, every week in Alberta. | am proud to
say, as | did many times during the education forums during the
election, that education is both my profession and my passion.
Education provides the environment in which we shape and nurture
our societal values, study our past and explore our future potential,
and learn to think, evaluate, and open our minds to the worlds of
literature and creative writing, the visua and performing arts, and
the joys of science, research, and mathematics.

| am proud to say that in the year 2001 in the province of Alberta
education is aive and well. Indeed, it is solid and sound. Our
schools present a world of opportunity for learning, provided by
caring, competent, professional teachersto studentsof varying needs
and capabilities in the intended environment of safe and caring
schools.

This week | would like especially to acknowledge the provision
of free education in two equally publicly funded school systemsin
thisprovince. | am proud to beamember of the AlbertaLegislature,
in a government that identifies education as a priority. In partner-
ship with our school boards I'm aso proud to participate co-
operatively in creating educational policiesand opportunitiesfor the
students of our province.

Education is always worth celebrating, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Columbia’'sInclusion in the Summit of the Americas

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | risetoday, May 1,
to speak out against the warm reception that was shown to the
President of Columbia at the recent Summit of the Americas in
Quebec City. The Quebec Declaration, which was signed by al the
heads of government of the 34 nations in attendance at the summit,
celebrated the so-called democracy clause in which the leaders
pledged not to do business with countries that fall away from the
ideals of genuine democracy.

| believe democracy is the system that alows for the peaceful
exchangeof differing views. However, over 1,200 union leadersand
union workers have been assassinated in Columbia over the past 10
years by right-wing paramilitary groups operating in the country.
The issue is not one of determining which group, the paramilitary
groupsor the union members, has correct political ideology. Rather,
the issue is one of fundamental importance to Canada and Canadi-
ans, the issue of human rights.

If the government of Columbia has only halfheartedly tried to
protect union executivesfrom harm, why then did Canadashow such
awarm reception to President Arango at the Summit of the Ameri-
cas? On the assumption that the countries that comprise the
Americasaretruly dedicated to the democracy clause, it isclear that
Columbiashould beexcluded until such time asit showstruerespect
for democracy by halting the violence perpetrated by the paramili-
tary groups against union executives and union members.

Now is the time for Canada to review its relationship with
Columbia as well as any other country that shows a flagrant
disregard for democracy and human rights.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Immigrants of Distinction Awards

MR. CAO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | would like to update
my hon. colleagues about an annual event that | attended last Friday
evening. It sthegalanight of thelmmigrants of Distinction Awards
2001, organized by the Calgary Immigrant Aid Society and volun-
teers. Theimmigrants of distinction awards honour newcomers to
Canadawho have made outstanding contributionsand achievements
to Albertaand to Canada. There are anumber of categories.

The organization diversity awards are given to the organizations
that made outstanding achievements in implementing their human
resource diversity initiatives. The individual awards are given to
newcomer individuals who have made exceptional contributions to
Albertasociety in the areas of artsand culture, business, community
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service, and professions. The youth scholarships are given to
newcomer youths who have achieved excellence in academics, arts,
sports, and the community.

Just to mention afew here. DominikaBoczulacamefrom Poland,
currently an outstanding high school student with academichonours,
track and field records, and piano competition first prizes.

Shirley Ho came from Hong Kong, currently an excellent high
school student overcoming an English language barrier to become
the chairperson of the Calgary Stampede youth speech and debate
tournament.

Jung-Mee Hwang came from Koreg, currently a high school
student with top honours in mathematics, the lead clarinet player in
the youth orchestra, an award winner in badminton, skating, and
martial arts.

Danijel Margetic camefrom Croatia, arrived in Canadain hislate
teens, overcame an English language barrier in high school and
graduated in drama and psychology at the University of Calgary on
the dean’slist and planning for a career in movie production.

SheilaUng came from wartorn Cambodia, currently abiochemis-
try researcher on the dean’s list and with the goa to become a
pediatric doctor. She was instrumental in the Mindsin Motion, a
summer science camp for children locally and nationally.

| thank the organizers for the opportunity of recognizing these
outstanding immigrants.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Shawna Wallace

MR. MARZ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | risetoday to bring attention
to an announcement that was made on Monday naming Shawna
Wallace, an 18-year-old high school student from Hanna and
member of the Byemoor Beef 4-H club, as the 2001 winner of the
Premier's award. This is the highest honour for the Alberta 4-H
program, and Shawna is the 38th Premier’s award recipient. She
was sel ected out of 131 candidates during the annual 4-H selections
programin Olds on April 27 to 30, 2001, where del egates took part
in activities designed to improve leadership and life skills.

In addition to receiving the Premier’s award, as well as meeting
thePremier, ShawnaWallace becomesa4-H ambassador. Shawna's
rolewill beto promotethe4-H along with 13 other 4-H ambassadors
who were chosen at selections for their leadership, communication,
and personal devel opment skillsfor which Alberta’ s4-H programis
recognized.

2:50

| had the pleasure of meeting Shawna Wallace and the other
ambassadors and all the other outstanding young 4-H leaders at the
4-H selections program in Olds over the weekend, and | haveto say
that | was very impressed with their enthusiasm and their commit-
ment not only to the Alberta4-H program but also to the agricul tural
and rural communities of this province. They will be tomorrow’s
agricultural and agrifood industry leaders, and I’ m pleased that this
government supports 4-H in this province.

Thank you.

head: Ordersof the Day

head: Public Billsand Orders Other than
Government Billsand Orders
Second Reading

Bill 204
M edicar e Protection Act

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

MR. MASON: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to
move second reading of Bill 204, the Medicare Protection Act.

This bill represents a real health care protection legislation in
sharp contrast to the government’ s Bill 11, which first and foremost
is a blueprint for further privatization of our publicly funded and
publicly administered health care system.

About a year ago | made a decision to leave civic politics and
enter provincia politics. The number one reason | made this
decision was because of my deep concern about the Conservative
government’ s plan to further privatize Alberta’ s health care system.

When | was running during the Edmonton-Highlands by-election
last June, | promised my constituents that at the first available
opportunity | would introduce a bill in this Assembly to repeal Bill
11 and replace it with legidation that truly protects medicare and
safeguards our public health care system. Today | am keeping that
promise to my constituents. Bill 204, the Medicare Protection Act,
does far more than just repeal Bill 11. It replaces Bill 11 with a set
of provisions designed to strengthen rather than erode the public
health care system so cherished by Albertans.

Second reading involves adebate about the intent of abill aswell
as debate on its major provisions. Theintent of Bill 204 is clearly
expressed in its preamble. It states that

the primary objective of health care palicy . . . isto promote, protect

and restore the physica and mental well-being of Alberta . . .

through a public health care system.
The preamble enshrinesthefive principles of the CanadaHealth Act
in provincial legisation. The CanadaHealth Act setsout accessibil-
ity, universality, portability, comprehensiveness, and public
administration as the principles that guarantee access to medically
necessary health care services without financial or other barriers.

Now, government members may say: well, the principles of the
Canada Health Act are also enshrined in the preamble to Bill 11.
While that is true, in addition to being in the preamble of Bill 204,
the principles of the CanadaHealth Act are also contained in section
2 of thetext of thebill. Becausetheseprinciplesare containedinthe
bill proper, not only in the preamble, they carry much more weight
than they do in the government’ s bill.

Bill 204 is based on the premise that when patients are denied
access to necessary health services on atimely basis, the credibility
of thepublic health care systemisundermined. Thereisno question
that there is strong support among Canadians and among Albertans
for asingle-tier public health care system that serves everyone, rich
and poor alike. It is only when waiting times for surgery or for
diagnostic procedures like MRIs become unacceptably long that
support grows for the development of a parallel two-tier system,
where people with money can jump the queue and pay privately for
medically necessary health services. If the guarantee of access to
health care services without financial barriers is to have any
meaning, we a so have to be able to guarantee timely accessto those
services. That is exactly what Bill 204 does.

Themajor provision of the bill contained in section 2 sets out the
rights of Albertans “to receive publicly funded and high quality
health care services’ in a timely manner and without financia
barriers. It sets out the rights of Albertansto receive these services
inapublic health care systemthat “isaccessible, universal, compre-
hensive, portable, and publicly administered.” Moreover, it
“recognises that a provider of health care services is a valued
member of a multidisciplinary team.” Finally, it requires that a
patient bill of rights be posted in conspicuous|ocationsin hospitals,
other health care facilities, and the offices of health professionals.

Setting out in legislation apatient bill of rightsto ensure accessto
medically necessary servicesis not in itself enough. Mechanisms
need to be established that will ensure that the public hedth care
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system can actually deliver on the commitments made in the patient
bill of rights.

[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

The first step would be to establish an officer of this Legidature
caled the hedlth care services commissioner. The duties of the
heal th care services commi ssioner woul d i nclude making recommen-
dationsto the Legidlative Assembly on standards required to ensure
timely access to medically necessary diagnostic procedures like
MRIs and CT scans, timely access to medically necessary surgery
and to cancer treatment, timely access to referrals, to medical
specialists, timely access to emergency services and for admission
into hospital. Finaly, standards would be developed to ensure
timely access to long-term care and to home care.

Bill 204 also makes provision for the headth care services
commissioner to review on an ongoing basis whether standards for
timely access need to be developed for other medically necessary
hedlth services. The commissioner would also be mandated to
consult with a wide range of stakeholders on the development of
these standards, including health professionals, health care unions,
patients, seniors, consumer groups, regiona health authorities,
government departments, and other levels of government. The
commissioner as an officer of this Legislature would aso be
empowered to investigate and resol ve complaints from patientswho
believe that they have been denied timely access to the medically
necessary health care services set out in this hill.

Bill 204 also provides for the establishment of an all-party
standing committee of this Legidlature called the select special
committee on health and wellness. Thisall-party committee would
work with the health care commissioner to make recommendations
to the Legislative Assembly on establishing waiting time targets for
health care services. At that point, it would be up to the Members
of the Legislative Assembly and to the parties represented therein to
pass these standards for timely access to health care services into
law. | anticipate that some government members may say: well,
developing standards for timely access to health care servicesis dl
well and good, but how much isit going to cost?

It isfor this very reason that Bill 204 provides for consultation
with health stakeholders to devel op these standards. The Canadian
health care system provides priority accessto those patientswho are
most critically ill or injured. In other words, someone facing alife-
threatening illness or injury is given priority in diagnosis or trest-
ment over someone who can reasonably wait without damage to
their life and well-being.

It is not the intent of this legislation to base the waiting time
standards solely on the demand of the patient. However, | think
we're al too familiar with situations where patients have had
unacceptably long waiting times. A frail, elderly senior having to
wait a year or more for a hip replacement is simply too long. An
injured worker having to wait six or more months for an appoint-
ment with aspecialist and then going another six monthsfor surgery
issimply too long. These are real-life examples, Mr. Speaker.

To its credit the government has, especialy over the past year,
reinvested moneys in the hedth care system to address these
unacceptably long waiting times. The government and regional
health authorities are beginning to measure how long patients are
being kept waiting for important medical procedures. What Bill 204
does is introduce more accountability into the system by making
sure that the buck stops with us as elected legidators.

Will introducing a patient bill of rights cost some additional
money beyond what the government has already committed in this
year’ sbudget? It may, but we also haveto ask ourselves: what isthe

cost to the government of failing to reduce waiting times to a
reasonable level? What is the cost to society and to government
when an injured Albertan isforced to draw WCB benefitsor rely on
social assistance or unemployment benefitssimply because heor she
has had to wait an unacceptably long time for medical treatment?

The Canadian Arthritis Society released a study today reporting
that the economic cost to Canadian society for the delays in
orthopedic surgery alonewas $17.9 billion. Ensuring timely access
to diagnosis and treatment may cost a few more dollars at the front
end, but it could save all of us money in the long run.

3:00

Bill 204 also strengthens the public health care system in a
number of other ways. Bill 204 would ban queue-jumping onceand
for all. It would base priority in medical diagnosisand treatment on
the health needs of the patient, not on the size of their pocketbook.
Unlike the government’s Bill 11, which sets out a complicated
processwhereby patients can be required to pay out of pocket for so-
called enhanced goodsand services, Bill 204 would simply not allow
these direct patient charges.

Bill 204 would require all medically necessary hedlth care
servicesthat require an overnight stay to be performed in a hospital
operated on a nonprofit basis. Unlike the government’s Bill 11,
which is a blueprint for the establishment of private, for-profit
hospitals in this province, our Bill 204 shuts that door completely.

As aresult of this Conservative government’s pro privatization
bias, there are over 50 private, for-profit surgical clinicsoperatingin
Alberta. Thesefacilities are accredited by the province' s College of
Physicians and Surgeons under the Medical Profession Act. Many
of them have contractsthat give them accessto public fundsthrough
regional health authorities. Bill 204 would not alow any new
contracts between regional health authorities and these private, for-
profit clinics. Bill 204 would give existing private clinicstwo years
to reincorporate as legal nonprofits if they wished to continue
receiving public funds. Existing private clinics that do not receive
public funds and provide only nonmedicare services would not be
affected by any of these changes.

Bill 204 contains similar provisions for nursing homes that
contract with regional health authorities. It would give the existing
nursing homes operated for profit two yearsto reincorporate aslegal
nonprofitsif they wished to continue receiving public funds.

Thedistinction between public health facilitiesoperating on afor-
profit basis and those operating on a nonprofit basisis an important
one. For many yearsin this province we' ve had hospitals operated
by Catholic organizations. We' ve had nursing homes operated by
Lutherans and other voluntary groups. These voluntary nonprofits
operate for much the same reason as public heath care facilities.
They operate to serve aneed, not to make a profit for ashareholder.

There are many sound reasons why we need to put abrake on the
commercialization of our public health care system. The evidence
isoverwhelming that using for-profit corporationsto deliver public
health care services costs more and delivers less. Conflicts of
interest between duties to patients and duties to the bottom line
inevitably arise. International trade agreementslike NAFTA andthe
WTO mean we will have to provide the same access to foreign
health care corporations as we do to Canadian ones. We can and
must put a stop to the creeping privatization of our health care
system and focus on strengthening the capacity of the public system
to ensuretimely accessto medically necessary hedlth care. It can be
done, Mr. Spesker.

I note that the government of Manitoba recently announced that
it was buying the Pan Am clinic and making it part of the public
system. The Pan Am clinic does awide range of day surgeries and
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was used by this Conservative government as an example of
privatization el sewherein Canadaduring theBill 11 debate. If other
governments recognize the folly of going further down the road of
health care privatization, why can’t this government?

Findly, Bill 204 would also require any contracts between the
public system and nonprofit health care facilities to be made public
on the same basis asthey arein Bill 11.

Inconclusion, Mr. Speaker, Bill 204 providesreal and meaningful
protection to the public health care system, unlike Bill 11, whichis
ablueprint for gradual privatization. |1 ook forward to thedebateon
this important bill and urge members on all sides of the House to
support it.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Red Deer-North.

MRS. JABLONSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to
speak against Bill 204, the Medicare Protection Act. The govern-
ment has a long-term vision for health care in the province of
Alberta. Wecall it thesix-point plan. On March 12 of thisyear this
government went to the people of Alberta and asked them if they
shared thevision. Theanswer from Albertanswas aresounding yes.

Mr. Speaker, | must speak against Bill 204, asit would undermine
this vision for health care and the direction this government is
pursuing. Under our six-point plan for health we have established
firm guidelines and rules designed to protect Alberta's publicly
funded hedlth care system. This six-point plan for health care
clearly states the government’s desire to improve access to and
enhance the quality of publicly funded health services in the
province of Alberta

The Health Care Protection Act is an integral part of the govern-
ment’s plan for health care. It put into place firm rules and regula-
tions that will provide a public health care system that is efficient
and responsive to the needs of all Albertans, and this includes
reducing waiting times. Its regulations were developed after
considerable consultation with organi zations representing doctors,
nurses, health authorities, and other concerned parties.

Private facilities have long been a fixture of health care in this
province, and the Health Care Protection Act clearly lays out rules
and regulations for them. Before the introduction of the act there
were 51 private health care facilities that we had no control over in
this province, and now, Mr. Speaker, they are regulated.

The act hasalso made the contract procedure for al private health
care facilities open and transparent. Further facilities wanting to
provide insured health services can do so only under contract with
aregiona health authority, and the health authorities have assured
this government they have no plans to seek a contract for overnight
stays. Also, all major surgery must continueto bedonein ahospital,
and the Health Care Protection Act expressly prohibits private
hospitals. Therefore, only nonmajor surgery needing more than 12
hours of postoperative care can be donein aprivate facility offering
overnight stays.

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta recently
approved the standards for facilities wishing to offer surgical
procedures that require an overnight stay. The college had the
authority to set these standards at any time but deferred until the
Health Care Protection Act was in place to restrict and control
privatefacilitiesin Alberta. The most important restriction requires
that a surgical facility achieve both college accreditation and
ministerial approval beforeit can operate. Mr. Speaker, neither the
college nor the department hasreceived an application for accredita
tion.

Bill 204 seeksto put in place a health care services commissioner
to recommend the establishment of waiting-time targets for heath

careservice. Mr. Speaker, thisgovernment hastaken firm action on
waiting times. Just one exampleisthat in 2000 the number of heart
surgeries performed in Alberta actually exceeded the number of
peoplewaiting for heart surgery. Infact, the demand for open-heart
surgery in Alberta increased by 25 percent while the waiting list
decreased by 14 percent. This government has accomplished this
feat by providing increased funding to enhance service levels in
heart surgery. This has resulted in more open beds and in the
recruitment and training of additional cardiac staff.

Another exampl e of this government’ s decisive action on waiting
timesistheavailability of MRI scansin the province. Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased to inform the Assembly that waiting listsfor MRI scans
in Alberta are steadily declining. The number of MRI scans being
performed is now surpassing the number of people waiting to have
MRIs. Just thismonth the government set aclear target ratefor MRI
scans of 24 scans per thousand population. Thiswill be the highest
ratein the country and is more than double Alberta’ s’ 99-2000 scan
rate of 10.4 per thousand. Seven previously announced MRIs will
be installed this year, and this will bring the number of MRI
machines in Alberta to 15, more than double the number of ma-
chinesin operation last year. That meansthat Albertawill havethe
highest MRI capacity in Canada.

This government has recognized the value of incorporating
cutting-edge medica technologies in our public health system and
is committed to making them accessible for the benefit of all
Albertans. The government of Alberta is also taking action to
decrease waiting times for hip and joint replacements. As our
population ages and as surgical procedures and quality of artificial
joints improve, there has been a major growth in the demand for
these surgeries. This government has responded and made addi-
tional funding available to increase the number of replacement
surgeries available to Albertans.

3:10

We need to optimize the value Albertans receive from our health
care system. This government is committed to making every dollar
spent on health care work towards an effective and efficient public
health care system. Instead of spending our health care money on
metters this government is aready addressing, we should be
spending it on new and innovative programsto meet the needs of the
21st century.

Bill 204 aso calls for the creation of an al-party committee on
health. Thisisunnecessary. The government of Albertaaready has
anumber of committees made up of health care expertsto examine
the various elements of our provincia health care system. The
standing policy committee on health and community living allows
Albertans to provide specific input into health policies, programs,
andlegidation. Thiscommitteemeetswith health careprofessionals
and organizations to hear their ideas on the health system. The
Premier’'s Advisory Council on Health is comprised of leading
health policy expertsrepresenting physicians, thenursing profession,
and other key sectors. Thiscouncil provides strategic advice on the
preservation and future enhancement of quality health care services
for Alberta and on the continuing sustainability of the publicly
funded and administered health system.

Mr. Speaker, there is also the Heath Information Standards
Committee for Alberta, that oversees and co-ordinates the devel op-
ment and dissemination of approved health information data and
technology standards within Alberta. The committee ensures that
these standards align with approved provincia reporting standards
aswell as national and international standards.

The newest health committee that assists our government is the
AlbertaMRI Review Committee. It was established to build on the
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regional health authorities' current rolein delivering MRI services.
The committee will appoint physician specialists to review cases of
privately purchased MRIs and, based on medica information and
urgency, will determine if reimbursement is appropriate.

Mr. Spesker, these various committees were established to
provide the government with a wide range of Albertans concerns,
interests, and opinions. Listening to these concerns helps chart the
course for our public health care system.

| fed it's important to mention that the federal government has
recently announced the Commission on the Future of Health Carein
Canada. Former Saskatchewan Premier Roy Romanow will head up
the commission of inquiry. Mr. Romanow’ s commission will make
recommendations on the sustainability of a publicly funded health
care system that will balance investments in prevention and health
maintenance with those directed to care and treatment.

Mr. Speaker, every government in this country is concerned with
health care, especially thisone. Albertaaready hasthe committees
necessary to provide our government with expert advice and insight.
Another committee as recommended in Bill 204 is unnecessary.

As announced last week in the budget speech, Mr. Speaker, the
government issubstantially increasing the amount of money allotted
to our hedth care system. Fundingwill beincreased by 13.5 percent
this year, and over the next three years it will be up atotal of 28
percent. Within three years this government will be committing 35
percent of total spending to our public hedth care system. This
means more funding for all elements of the system and will certainly
reduce waiting times.

But, Mr. Speaker, improving our hedth care system is not
dependent only on the money that is put into the system but on the
peoplewho providethe services. That iswhy funding hasalso been
increased to our postsecondary ingtitutions, and that means more
qualified men and women to fill the ranks of our health care system.

Mr. Speaker, we have one of the best health care systems in
Canada. This government has made a commitment to Alberta’s
health care system that will not waver. Bill 204 would undermine
that commitment, and | urge the members of this Assembly to vote
against it.

Thank you.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: May webriefly revert to Introduction of
Guests?

[Unanimous consent granted)]

head: Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Medicine Hat.

MR. RENNER: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It'sareal
pleasure for me to take this opportunity to introduce to you a group
of very specia young people from the city of Medicine Hat. You
know, it’snot very often that | get to introduce studentswho venture
all the way up to Edmonton from Medicine Hat, but to have an
opportunity to introduce such a special group as the Crescent
Heights high school band isareal pleasure for me. Thisband hasa
reputation throughout the community and, in fact, throughout the
province as being an award-winning band. | understand that they’re
up here in Edmonton to compete in some Education Week festivi-
ties, and | wish them all the best. 1’1l be meeting with them shortly
to have picturestaken and talk with them al, but I’'mjust so pleased
that they're able to join us herein the Legislature this afternoon.
Mr. Speaker, | would like to indicate that 81 students have joined

us today along with teachers Mr. Bill Wahl, who is the head band
instructor at Crescent Heightshigh school, Mrs. Joanne Jensen, Mrs.
Shirley Woodward, and Mr. Andrew Strange. | can see anumber of
them seated in the public gallery. I'm not sureif they are all there
or if somearein themembers’ gallery. | would ask that they al rise
and receive warm recognition from all members of the Assembly.

head: Public Billsand Orders Other than
Government Billsand Orders
Second Reading

Bill 204
M edicar e Protection Act
(continued)

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Riverview.

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am very pleased to speak to
Bill 204, the Medicare Protection Act. | am certainly a supporter of
this bill and | think a supporter based on a tremendous amount of
thought, reading, and consideration. | am confident that there will
be widespread support for a bill of this nature across Alberta. I've
certainly traveled from corner to corner to corner to corner of this
province speaking on these kinds of issues, and | know that Alber-
tans hold a public medicare system close to their hearts and want to
seeit truly protected, not hollowed out. | think thisbill would go a
long way to achieving that.

Thereisextensive literature, truly thousands of academic papers
written on health economics from around the world. | have at
various times in my career spent many hours studying dozens and
dozens of these. I've published in the area. One of thethings| can
say with complete confidence is that thereis simply no evidence to
support for—profit delivery of health care. Study after study fromthe
United States, Canada, Singapore, Great Britain, and many other
countries in the world suggests that we must go as far as we can to
protect a public medicare system in Canada.

As a person with a business degree | am quite comfortable with
markets. | support markets. | am comfortable with free enterprise.
The evidenceisclear that in many cases markets and free enterprise
work very well. They can be efficient; they can be creative; they can
be productive. There are countless examples of that in our lives
every day.

At the sametime, theevidenceisalso very clear that marketshave
their limits. There are a number of areas in which the evidence is
simply overwhelming that markets don't work; for example, in
health care. Trying to run the health care system through the
marketsisaprofound mistake. We should be ableto learn from the
lessons of other countries and not make these mistakes. Again, |
think Bill 204 would go along distanceto pre-empting or preventing
those mistakes.

If wedo as | believe will be done over the next four years under
this government and supply more and more of our health services
through private, for-profit clinics, we will see higher costs, we will
seelonger waiting lists, wewill seereduced efficiencies, and wewill
see soaring corporate profits, profits that will be taken out of
resources that otherwise could go to patient care.

3:20

Higher costs: why would we see higher costs? Well, we would
see higher costs because a typica for-profit health corporation is
looking for growth in returns annually of 15 percent to 20 percent a
year. If they aren’t achieving that kind of growth, their management
will be replaced. [interjection] That routinely happens, and
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anybody who follows the market with care and intelligence will
understand that. [interjections] If we incorporate that kind of
approach into our public health care budgets, we' re going to simply
lose control of our expenditures.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon. minister, entering into debate is
part of what this Chamber isall about, and I’ll put your name down
so that when the next opportunity arises, you may address the thing.
Right now we have the hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | think the recent column in
the newspaper on a series of FOIP requests for information behind
Bill 11 revealed how little evidence there was to support the
provincial government’ scampaign. It wasvirtually nonexistent. On
the other hand, there are truly bookshelves and libraries full of
material that would oppose increasing the for-profit role in health
care. | can dso tell you that virtually any credible health economist
would support this same position, and | expect that the great
majority of them would support this bill.

Under the Canada Health Act we have developed in Canada an
enviable medicare system. The kind of public panic that is being
generated about out-of-control costsislargely unjustified. Despite
claims by this government that health care spending was soaring out
of control in thelater 1980s and the early 1990s, the evidence, good
evidence, showed quite the opposite. Once adjustments were made
for inflation and popul ation growth, health care spending in Alberta
was actually flat from 1987 through 1993. There was no out-of-
control health care spending crisisin Alberta through that period.

I will also address a couple of concerns raised by the hon. mem-
ber’s response to the bill. The fact that the number of procedures
conducted in the health care system exceeds the number of people
waiting for that procedure on thewaiting lists strikes me asvirtually
irrelevant. | am certainly hoping that there are fewer people on the
waiting list for appendectomies than there have been appendecto-
mies performed this year, for example. There's, | believe, a
breakdown in logic there.

I would aso point out that the credibility of the government’s
health protection act is extremely low, and public suspicion is, |
think, justifiably high. Again, repealing that act, | think, is a very
important step in theright direction. It's something that, in fact, the
Liberals have been committed to for a number of years, as|’m sure
the hon. member will agree.

| would also point out that the contracting process for for-profit
health care delivery is seriously compromised, indeed | would say
profoundly compromised in a number of the regional health
authorities because of conflicts of interest that simply would not be
accepted in other areas of the public sector. So, for example, we
have senior officials on the payroll of the Calgary regiona health
authority who are also major shareholders in for-profit companies
that contract to that regional health authority.

Wedon't alow our senior public servantsin other departmentsto
be in those kinds of conflicts of interest. We don’t allow senior
members of the staff of the Department of Transportation to oversee
contractsthat go to their family members. We should not allow that
to occur in our regional health authorities. Aslong asit does occur,
there are serious, serious questions about the contracting process
under which for-profit contracts are let in the regiona health
authorities.

With all of that said, | think there are a number of anglesto Bill
204 that should be spoken for. The patient bill of rightsis certainly
worth very serious attention. The creation of the particular commis-
sioner for public health is an excellent idea. The incorporating of
the principles of the Canada Health Act into the active clauses of the

act is an excellent idea, and as I've indicated a number of times,
repealing the Health Care Protection Act that’ s currently enacted is
urgent and important.

With those comments, Mr. Speaker, | will take leave. Thanks.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold
Bar.

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm
delighted to participate in debate at second reading on private
member’s Bill 204, the Medicare Protection Act, at thistime. I'm
looking forward because I'm sure thisis going to pass and go into
committee and | can have dialogue with the author of this bill, the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands, regarding some friendly
amendments.

It's a good piece of legislation. If imitation is a fine form of
flattery, then the hon. member certainly has been reading some of
the Liberal proposals from the past, in particular our 1998 health
carehill of rights. We certainly had the idea of having an independ-
ent health ombudsman.

| commend the hon. member, after the debatethat occurred on Bill
11 last year, for bringing thisforward. | can seearolefor thishealth
care servicescommissioner already. After thisbill becomeslaw, the
first job of the health care services commissioner would beto appear
before Mr. Romanow, thedistinguished former Premier of Saskatch-
ewan, who is going to go across the country and have a close ook
at the public health care delivery system in this country.

Now, the hon. Member for Red Deer-North talked about there
being no need to worry. | believe the description was: there are
going to be no private hospitalsin Bill 11. But | would like at this
time to teke the opportunity to remind the hon. member, Mr.
Speaker, that private hospitals can exist by another name. We look
at the Walter C. Mackenzie Health Sciences Centre. Certainly we
know that that’'s a hospital. The Mayo clinic in Rochester, Minne-
sota, also isahospital. So just because the name hospital is not on
abuilding doesnot mean therearen’t going to be overnight staysand
it's not going to be a private, for-profit hospital. Or, as | said
yesterday, many individuals | had the pleasure of getting to know
during the Bill 11 debate said about the HMOs: hand money over
before you get health care. That's what they affectionately called
the HMOs: hand money over.

We also had the Cambie centre in B.C. The Cambie centre in
B.C. is certainly not a hospital. There’'s no name on it, but it's a
hospital and has overnight stays. It was started by the New Demo-
cratic Party in the last 10 years. So the New Democrats are not as
innocent in all this as they would like to maintain. They had been
advocating private hospitalsin B.C. Thisistheredlity.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. Member
for Edmonton-Gold Bar, but the time alocated for this item of
business on this day has expired.

3:30

head: Motions Other than Government Motions

Second L anguage Education

501. Mr. Johnson moved:
Beit resolved that the Legidative Assembly urge the govern-
ment to make thelearning of asecond language acompul sory
component of ahigh school diploma by the year 2006 and to
increase the opportunities for Alberta students to participate
in national and international student exchange programswith
a second language component.

[Adjourned debate April 24: Dr. Massey]
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THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay. The hon. Member for Calgary-
Egmont.

MR. HERARD: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'sapleasuretorise
today in support of Motion 501 sponsored by my colleague from
Wetaskiwin-Camrose, because this motion has the potential to lead
to significant change and improvethe outcomesfor our already good
education system and al for the benefit of future generations.

Mr. Speaker, I've often said in this House that the difference
between politicians and statesmen isthat politiciansdo thingsfor the
next election, but statesmen do things for the next generation. |
believe this motion is one of those that, if accepted, has the benefits
for the next generation in mind.

Mr. Speaker, we're all familiar with the concept of globalization
and what it’'s doing to the globa economy. Every time we open a
newspaper or turn on the television news, we see that word “global -
ization,” and we become more aware that a growing number of
nations are now preparing to become a part of the global system of
commerce. The growing sophistication of technol ogy, communica-
tions via the Net, and transportation systems make it easier and
accelerate globalization trends.

Since our schools and universities must prepare the next genera-
tion of Albertansto succeed in this new environment, Mr. Speaker,
itisour responsibility, then, as government to create the conditions
that will provide our learning institutionswith the mandateand tools
to prepare our students as well as they can be prepared. The new
globalization environment requires our studentsto be as prepared as
possible not only for the challenges of the economy but, more
importantly, for the new human relationships that must now
effectively deal with many more different cultures and languages.

Mr. Speaker, Motion 501 speaks directly to the issue of ensuring
our students are prepared for the challenges of today and tomorrow.
Motion 501 urges the government to make “a second language a
compulsory component of a high school diploma” within five years
and seeksto also “increase the opportunities for Alberta studentsto
participate in national and international” language exchange
programs. Both of these objectives could produce measurable
advantages for future generations for both our students and the
province.

Mr. Speaker, having the opportunity to travel abroad and across
Canada can have a profound impact on the shaping of ayoung mind
and soul by involving our students in learning what is essentia in
human relationship building. A student fortunateenoughtolearnin
a foreign learning system receives not only the benefits of an
aternateformof education, but they experiencefirsthand and absorb
the historica richness of diverse cultures, and that can’t help but
change you as a young adult. The benefits of such an experience
would not only beinvaluable to the student but also to the peopl e of
Alberta.

| have met countless foreign businesspeople being introduced to
our environment and culture by exchange students who had begun
toforgethat relationshipwhilelearning abroad. Now, inthefullness
of timethoserelationshipsareintroducing potential foreigninvestors
to the logic and good sense of investing in Alberta and its people.
New agreements on tariffs and trades also help to foster these new
relationships.  So by providing our students this exceptional
opportunity, Alberta also has a golden opportunity. Our province
sends out young, bright emissaries ready to show that Albertans do
excel in any environment anywhere in the world because of their
ability to makelasting and meaningful human relationshipswith any
culture.

[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

Our province already enjoys international exchange agreements
withwell-established economi essuch as Germany, Japan, and Spain,
and we are currently finalizing an agreement with Mexico. Well,
that’ safinestart, Mr. Speaker, but Albertaneedsto expand itsrange
of nations as their economies expand to global proportions. Our
exchange programs should be taking usto new economic regionsin
Asia such as South Korea and Hong Kong and many others. We
should also be expanding our contacts with emerging South
American economieslikeBrazil and Argentinaand other devel oping
economieslike India. It isthese economiesthat will further develop
and expand the fastest in the years to come.

However, the advantage goes both ways. As our students
introduce us around the world, Alberta gains the advantage of
learning fromvisiting studentsaswell. We can gain valuableinsight
into how to deal with people with different nationalities, ethnicity,
language, and culture, by helping them to succeed and learn in our
province. What atremendous advantage to a young Albertan, to a
young mind asecond language would be, and what avaluablefuture
asset to Albertans.

But those are only a few of the reasonswhy | urge this Assembly
to seriously consider approving this motion. Lifeis about relation-
ships. Businessisabout relationshipstoo, and theserel ationshipsare
often very different in other countries. Successislargely dependent
on being able to appreciate the difference in culture and, of course,
understanding thelanguage but, moreimportantly, bridging the gaps
with lasting human relationships.

Mr. Speaker, for our provinceto keep up with the ever expanding
global economy, we must develop Albertans who are fluent in
several languages. We only have to look at the European commu-
nity to realize that they currently foster and therefore enjoy a
tremendous advantage becauseit’ s not unusual for themto function
in four or five languages or more.

Sending our studentsabroad isimportant for Alberta, but we must
also promote the benefits of learning a second language in our own
backyard and through our education facilities. In the mid-90s 32.5
percent of our high school graduates had completed a 30-level
second language course. Sadly, by the end of the '90s only 23
percent of our high school graduates could boast a 30-level second
language. Now, thisisn't movingintheright direction. It'snot for
thelack of opportunity or variety that thereisthisdecline. Many of
our high schoolsoffer second language coursesin several languages
other than our two official languages. In fact, Alberta can offer
second language instruction in 15 other tongues, ranging from
Arabicto Polish, but let’ s provide our schoolswith thetoolsand the
mandate to expand this. Let's make a globally relevant second
language program compulsory for our high school graduates. We
should approve Motion 501 and help make our aready good
education system even more of a success story.

Mr. Speaker, last October the city of Edmonton hosted an
international symposium caled Languages. Passport for the
Millenium. Delegates from education, business, and the political
arenaall met to discusstheimpact of second-languageinstructionon
both students and society. To paraphrase the outcome, one report
showed that students fluent in two languages displayed better
measures of both verbal and nonverbal intelligence and that these
children also had more diversified cognitive abilities. Others
demonstrated that bilingual children had more effective problem-
solving abilities than unilingual children. Aswell, these bilingual
children had higher standardized test scoresin mathematics, reading,
and language arts.

So you sort of have to ask the question: why do they seem to do
so much better? Thereason, in my view, isthat they understand the
nuances of words and their meanings; in other words, comprehen-
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sion, pureand simple. Wordsin any language have ahistory. They
have a culture and in many ways are the souls of a nation. When
you understand the emotion of the word, you have been changed
forever in terms of how you view that world, because you now
understand why that word iswhat it is because of the contribution of
culture and history.

3:40

Mr. Spesker, | took Latinin high school, and | absolutely hated it.
But why isLatin still the most precise language in the world? Inmy
view, it's because of the myriad of conjugations and declinations
that add precision to the picture the word transmits. Latin is till
considered thelegal language because of itsprecision. Sowhenyou
understand the emotion the word conveys, you get the picture.

Through words you express your creative power. It is through
words that humans manifest everything and clarify their intent. So,
Mr. Speaker, the benefits of second-languageinstruction arenot just
economic or even academic, but more importantly they give the
student the ability to develop cross-cultural awareness, the under-
standing required to build meaningful, lifelong human relationship
skills. These students are generally able to adapt more effectively
to different cultural settings and show greater cross-cultural
sengitivity than their one-language counterparts. |f everythinginlife
revolves around relationships, then why not give the leaders of
tomorrow, the principa citizens of the new globa economy, the
requisite skills to build these human relationships in the global
village?

Mr. Speaker, to paraphrase and use perhaps apersonal experience
that | had to make a point, | recall so vividly the amazement | felt
when visiting St. Peter'sin Rome. | was absorbing and marveling
at the richness and beauty of the paintings above many of the side
altars, but as | came closer, | realized that they weren’t paintings at
al. They were mosaics with tens of thousands of painstakingly
selected and shaped minute pieces of marble, each nuancein colour
and texture playing their own small part to achievethe overal glory
of the masterpiece. While | believe that in human beings each
additional experience in culture and language contributes its own
small part to themosaic of life, enriching, understanding, and respect
for the historical context of other cultures, languages, arts, and the
soul of nations, the bottom line results in human rel ationships that
make life more meaningful, more productive, more fun, more
forgiving, and more peaceful.

So let’s support this motion for the sake of our future master-
pieces, our children. Thank you.

THE ACTING SPEAKER: The hon. Member for St. Albert.

MRS. O'NEILL: Thank you very much, Mr. Spesaker. | rise today
to speak in support of Motion 501, which encourages the learning
certainly of asecond language and indeed perhaps even athird and
afourth for our high school students and then suggests that they put
that learning into practice by engaging in some national or interna-
tiona exchange programs.

It is my belief that because we live in an officialy bilingual
country and it is my experience that because we live in a multilin-
gual, multicultural community, it isvery important for usto put into
the curriculum structure of our high school programs one that
encourages the learning of a second language. There are many
peopleinthis Assembly who havetalentsthat | admireand certainly,
I’d amost say, that | envy. Many of the Members of the Legidlative
Assembly here gathered can speak not only one but two and perhaps
three or four or as many as five languages. Thisis something that
they learned perhaps at home, but no doubt they also learned them
in the school s which they attended.

| believe that of course language is certainly the way that we
communicate and communicate extremely well. If we have the
ability to communicate and reach out to another person in their
language if it is other than ours, we breach and we reach over a
chasm or an area that might perhaps precipitate some enhanced
understanding. Learning asecond language, | aso know, enhances
the growth of the brain muscle. It also teaches usto use our tongue
in different waysfor the benefit of communication and exchangesin
friendship. Communication creates not only friendship, but it also
Ccreates commerce.

So those students in our schools and particularly in our high
schools | do believe should experience the learning of a second
language. | would hope that they have learned one of those
languages initially in elementary school, at |east been introduced to
them. But when it comesto high school |earning and curriculum, for
them to be compelled, as the motion says, to acompul sory course or
coursesin asecond language—it doesn’t haveto bethe other official
language; it can be any language—1 think isonly providing for them
an enrichment and avaluable lesson that they will use for therest of
their lives.

My colleague who spoke previously indicated, too, that learning
a second language, learning a language other than our mother
tongue, helps us to increase our brain power, our brain activity.
Studies have indeed shown that problem-solving comes moreeasily
and becomes greater and more successful for those students who
exercise their minds in other disciplines, one of them being, of
course, learning another language.

A second language is atool for learning, atool for learning much
more, not only for learning the beauty and the joy of the poetry of
another culture in another language, but it also provides atool for
our students and for anyone who can speak another language to be
able to communicate with othersin their business dealings, in their
cultural exchanges, and certainly in their own circumstances, which
is what the second part of this motion encourages, and that is an
exchange program.

Tolearn asecond language and | daresay to be compelled tolearn
that second language in our high schools will increase students
appreciation of other languages, of other nations, and of other
peoples. For they say —and | know it’s true, because our daughter
in particular, who learned one language taught by the father of one
of our representatives sitting at the Clerk’ stable here, has learned a
second language, but in so doing in that school also was introduced
to a third language. She has gone on to use that language in her
business experience and certainly found that learning a third
language is easy compared to learning the second language and
certainly compared to learning the first.

So | would say that if we areto support this Motion 501 and urge
the government to make it compulsory for high school students to
learn asecond language in a course provided to themin the curricu-
lum of high school, we are doing them and their futures a favour.
We are planning and providing for their opportunity to grow, to
grow personally, to grow in their business, and certainly to grow in
the international and global milieu in which we live and do our
commerce. It provides an opportunity, too, for our students to be
interconnected to each other, because when we can speak to
someone else in their language, which perhaps isn't our mother
tongue, we can understand them better, and | hope and truly believe
that we can appreciate them better as well.

So | do want to urge, Mr. Speaker, everyonein this Assembly to
support thismotion. Not only isit an opportunity for our studentsto
be provided with thisadditional skill of knowing asecond language,
but it’ san opportunity for themto moveforward inal that they wish
to explore. | would like to add, too, that being a former Latin
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teacher — and | understand that your Latin teacher, my member to
the right, was obviously not impressive on you. It is a dead
language. In fact, my students used to always change the cover of
the book, which was called Living Latin, to Dead Latin. Anditisa
dead language — it's not something that is used — but it is the basis
of understanding the construction and the grammar of many of our
Romance languages.

There has been the provision, the compulsory provision, in the
past in our high school curriculum that students should study a
second language, but unfortunately we have lost that. But because
wehad it beforeand | fedl that it wasto the advantage of high school
students, | would like to encourage everyone in this Assembly to
agree to and to vote for this Motion 501. It will do nothing but
encourage the learning and enhance the learning capabilities of
studentsin high school.

| appreciate the efforts of the sponsor of this bill, and | do again
encourage everyone to support this bill. Thank you.

3:50
THE ACTING SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Learning.

DR. OBERG: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It certainly isan
honour to be here today to be able to speak to this motion. At the
outset I'd like to say that the Department of Learning and myself in
particular as Minister of Learning are both in favour of this motion,
and | think it's something we should move strongly towards.

What this motion is asking us to do is take a look at making a
second language compulsory. Mr. Speaker, what | believe we need
to do is sit back and ask the question: well, why would the hon.
member bring this motion forward? | think you saw the answer
today sitting in the Speaker’s gallery, in your gallery, Mr. Speaker,
where we saw the minister of education from Brazil, we saw the
minister of education from Australia What this shows us is that
education, that learning, that peoplein general are avery globalized
society today. We are no longer bound by the constraints of the
boundaries of Alberta, the boundaries of North America.  What
we're seeing is a huge amount of traffic that flows back and forth
between different countries around the world.

I’'m a true believer that if a child, if an adult learns a second
language, the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth languages will come that
much easier. | truly believe that with this motion making a second
language mandatory, it will do nothing but help our studentsin the
long run.

A Japanese gentleman told me, if | can beg time to say this, in
response to questions that were going around — they were probably
very similar to questions that were in this Assembly, Mr. Spesker —
that the language of the computer is English. The language of
commerce, a lot of people will say, is English. The Japanese
gentleman told methat the language of commerceisnot English; the
language of commerce is the language of the customer. | believe
that to be extremely true in that when you' re communicating with
the customer, when you're communicating for an economic
advantage, it helpssignificantly if you don’t go through interpreters,
if you are able to communicate directly one on one.

I think, Mr. Speaker, you know yourself, having been able to
speak more than one language, the ability, the one-upmanship it
givesan economy if you' re able to communicate with your customer
in the language of that customer. | truly believe that this will be a
huge advantage to us.

Mr. Speaker, we have an excellent school systemin Albertain al
but one area, and the areathat I’ m not happy with, the areathat I'm
not pleased with when it comes to education in the K to 12 system
isthe number of foreign languages and the number of students that

aretakingforeignlanguages. We' reactually seeing the number drop
off. | believe that that's truly a mistake, and | believe that this
motion by the hon. member would do alot to rectify that situation.

What he states in here is that he's making a second language
compulsory for a high school diploma. | would even go one step
further, Mr. Speaker. | would say that at some time in the future
second languages should be compulsory throughout the school
system, and at some point in thefuture | will guarantee that that will
occur. It may not be within the next five years asin this motion, but
I will guarantee that will occur.

Mr. Speaker, the second part of the motion waswhat | just came
from, which is to encourage Alberta students, to encourage Alberta
teachers to have more international exchanges. The hon. member
would be pleased to know that | just arranged with the minister from
Australia for more exchanges to take place between Australia and
Canada. Presently we only have four teacher exchanges between
New South Wales and Alberta. We hope to expand that, and it was
his wish as well that we do expand that, that we do push the
globalization.

Mr. Speaker, the average postsecondary institution in Alberta
today isin 22 different countries. | will be going over to Beijingin
August or September of this year, where the Medicine Hat College
inthe southeast corner of thisprovince, avery small college of 2,000
people, isopening aschool in Beijing. Thisspeaksto the globaliza-
tion that is occurring within our economy, and it speaks to the
absolute need that our students have to have a second language and
potentialy athird or fourth. Are we talking about French? That's
another question that comes up because people say: well, gee, you
know, | took French in school, and | never use it anymore. No,
we' re not talking French. We' re talking a second language, period.
It could be French. It could be Spanish. It could be Greek. It could
beChinese. But | feel that the aptitudefor |earning languages comes
fromlearning onelanguage, in effect having onemorelanguagethan
what you' re essentially speaking now.

Mr. Speaker, for that reason | compl etely support thismotion, and
I would ask that the whole Assembly do as well because | believe
that it will sincerely help our economy, that it will help our students,
and will help make this a much more global place.

THE ACTING SPEAKER: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. Minister
of Learning, but under Standing Order 8(4) | must put al questions
to conclude debate on the motion under consideration.

[Motion Other than Government Motion 501 carried)]

Agricultural Investment Shares

502. Mr. Fischer moved:
Beit resolved that the Legislative Assembly urge the govern-
ment to explore the possibility of increasing investment
dollarsin agriculture and the agricultural industry through the
use of atax vehiclein the form of flow-through shares.

THE ACTING SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Wainwright.

MR. FISCHER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased today to
begin debate on Motion 502, which urgesthe government to explore
theuse of flow-through sharesasan investment tool to attract capital
investment in the value-added processing and marketing sector of
agriculture. Theseissues surrounding theviability of farming today
have created a great deal of discussion in my constituency and are
vital for the well-being of every community in rural Alberta. |
believe that Motion 502 could provide the missing link to the
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agriculture production chain. It has the potentia to attract the
necessary capita to be more competitive on the world market.
Flow-through shares will encourage the growth of Alberta’ s value-
added processing sector for agriculture products, which isnecessary
if our farmers are to remain profitable in today's increasingly
competitive world marketplace.

The agriculture industry has been the number one economic
engine for Alberta over the past hundred years, since the beginning
of Albertabeing aprovince. Grain, livestock, and agriculture food
products have all been in demand around the world for the majority
of those hundred years. There was not enough food for peoplein
many countries, especialy in the years of World War | and World
War Il and the many years that it took to rebuild and put European
farmland back into production. Canadawasin thefortunate position
of obtaining preferred marketsthat would take all of the raw product
that we could produce and at good prices. There have always been
some transportation problems and marketing difficulties. However,
in genera things were quite good, and there was a reasonable
bal ance between production expenses and the prices that producers
received for their product.

[The Speaker in the chair]

During the past 30 years major changes began to takeplace. More
productive varieties, new technologies, and unfair subsidies all
encouraged increased production. Marketsdried up, and importing
countries became exportersand our competitors. Inflation drove up
input costs, and product prices did not keep up.

4:00

Mr. Spesker, machinery costs have increased possibly 50 times
from back in the early part of thelast century. | had acopy of anold
newspaper that in 1926 was selling number 1 wheat for $2.67 a
bushel. Today that same grain may sell for around $4 abushel. It's
almost doubled since 1926. | would liketo clarify something for the
Member for West Yellowhead. Even though | may be among the
senior members of this Assembly, | was not reading that newspaper
in 1926.

Theunfair competition based on multibillion dollar farm subsidies
from the European countrieshasbecomeridiculous. Instead of afair
and even competition based on the capacity of the land and the
ability of the farmers, the competition has only devel oped between
trading blocs. Itisclear that the European Unionisnot interested in
importing our commodities except at the lowest prices and has
established tariff barriers which make selling our commodities
economically unviable. Also, there are subsidies that have caused
the supply of food to expand so unnaturally, and the entire world
market is saturated with cheap commodities.

Something must be done to help our farmers obtain fair value for
their crops. Motion 502 will create markets for food commodities
right here in Alberta, and Alberta goods will have the advantage of
very low transportation costs to markets. This advantage will help
offset the unfair world trade practices in agriculture that are now
being used even by the U.S.

Flow-through shares that encourage valued-added processing to
the many products we produce would provide a valid option for
farmers and producers and give a much-needed and long overdue
boost to the agriculture sector. Currently flow-through shares are
common shares subscribed from the treasury of acompany engaged
exclusively in Canada’s oil and gas industry. The common shares
are purchased according to a flow-through agreement at a premium
to the market price of the company’s shares, and thisis compensa-
tion to the company for the benefit of tax deductions. Then it is

passed on or flowed through by the company to the investor.

There are a number of investment tools that could also assist in
thisgrowth and investment. However, the flow-through planisone
that becomes very attractive to an investor who may bein ahigh tax
bracket. His benefits are threefold: first, a substantia saving by
lowering the tax rate by moving into alower tax bracket; secondly,
they are offered a share at adiscount to the market price; and third,
they enjoy the opportunity to participate in the success of the
company. The flow-through plan isthe right plan. It will make it
much easier for entrepreneurs to raise venture capital.

Mr. Speaker, let’ stake alook for amoment at how flow-through
shares have impacted the oil and gas industry. First, we must
visualize that this incentive may not be available for all the multi-
billion dollar international companies. There are many very small
start-up companies that have flourished and grown through the use
of thisinvestment tool. 1t encourages higher than normal risk dollars
for the exploration and devel opment of new oil and gaswells. These
dollarsmay not have otherwise comeinto theindustry. It allowsthe
investor to share part of the risk with governments, as the program
can alow investors to write off up to 100 percent of the expense
claimed.

The benefits to the oil and gasindustry are enormous. Firstly, it
allowssmall businessto participateand opensup many opportunities
for our young and talented Alberta entrepreneurs. Rig workers,
drillers, and management all benefit from the high wageswithin that
industry. Secondly, it providesthe much-needed local competition,
which resultsin a healthier industry.

Mr. Speaker, the concept of flow-through shares would work the
sameway in Alberta sagricultureindustry asit doesin the resource
development industry. The capital raised would help finance the
construction of value-added production plantsaround Alberta. Over
the past two decades entrepreneurs in this province have moved
ahead with secondary processing and value added, and there is
growth in the industry. However, isit fast enough to keep up with
the changing world markets? The answer to that is no. Just to
demonstrate that, Stats Canada stated on Alberta’s food and
beverage industry that $9 billion is in that industry and only 9
percent of it isprocessed oilseed and grain products. Only 9 percent
out of the $9 hillion.

There are many good thoughts and i deas proven through research
that fall by the wayside because investors will not risk the dollars.
There are many more ways to add value to our traditional products.
For example, turning grain into ethanol, which is an industry
surprisingly slow to develop herein Alberta, isamajor businessin
the U.S., using up to 20 percent of their total grain production.
Motor oil from canola has not thrived here even though Albertaisa
major canola producer, but it is going ahead in other areas.

By bringing the means of value-added production closer to
Alberta, more jobs are created and the potentia value of the raw
commodity is gained by Albertans. This strategy of field to retail
vertical market integration keeps profitsinside Alberta and reduces
thetransportation costs. Our goodswould competewell, and locally
grown commodities would be worth more. Thus the farmer could
bring in greater profits and be less reliant on government subsidies
in the future.

Mr. Speaker, this government is interested in diversifying our
economy. Oil and gas have been the bread and butter of the
province for the past couple of decades, and we are making strides
to reduceour dependenceonthisindustry. Motion 502 proposesthat
we at least give fair treatment to agriculture and alow investment
dollarsto enter on atax deductiblebasisin the sameway asin theoil
and gas sector. The reason that the tax deduction is allowed is
because the money raised through the shares goes to new capital,
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and these costs are deductible to business. Allowing this type of
investment tool in the agriculture sector would promote investment
and innovation. Increasingly the markets for primary agriculture
goods are declining and are not expected to increase in the near
future, according to the World Trade Organization.

There needsto beasolutionto help Albertansobtain fair valuefor
their product. Presently Canadian agriculturegoodsarebeing priced
out of international markets. Many European countries have given
large subsidies to their farmers and agriculture producers which
undercut the price of many competitors who trade their products
internationally. Canadian farmers are not capable of keeping up
with these subsidized prices and are forced to lose value on their
goods.

Mr. Speaker, in order for the Canadian farmer to regain the
preferred standing that they once had ontheinternational market, we
must find a way to maintain a competitive edge. Huge farm
subsidies like the ones received in European countries are not an
option. They are aquick fix to a problem and in the long run will
prove to be a greater expense, with no long-term solution.

In order to maintain acompetitive edgein theinternational market
and even within our own country, we must look at changing the
status quo. Why? Because, Mr. Speaker, agricultureisan industry
unlike any other industry. It operates similar to others with input
costs, costs for labour, land, and capital, but there's just one thing
different about agriculture: if agriculturefails, people starve. Itisa
simple, brutal fact that’ sbeen proven time and time agai n throughout
the history of the world.

4:10

Countries and provinces that are not self-sufficient in food
production will not be able to receive food in trade if it's scarce
globally. You cannot eat bonds, stocks, or equities, nor can you
drink anicetal glass of oil. Furthermore, no amount of money or
other commaodities will suffice in trade when food becomes scarce
throughout theglobe. It has happened in theliving memory of many
Albertans, when many were forced to revert to the hunter/gatherer
lifestyle in the 1930s. Many people went to bed hungry in those
years, and | hopethat weare not so arrogant to think that it could not
happen again.

My point is that it is wise to have allittle bit more food than we
need and to be able to produce that food within our own borders.
Our economic prosperity may oneday depend onit. Thisiswhy our
attention should be focused on ways to increase the value of our
agriculture products. By increasing the profit potential in the
industry, wefoster and maintain adiverseand healthy food industry,
which is of great benefit for each of usaswell as our future genera-
tions.

The investment need not necessarily come directly from govern-
ment, which is an important aspect of Motion 502. Flow-through
sharesare an instrument that will provide capital for growth without
government subsidies. Well-developed marketsincluding process-
ing, shipping, and retailing for Albertaagriculturegoodsall over the
world are the ultimate goal. To be able to produce the highest
quality food in the world and to process, package, and send it off to
the retail market creates real jobs for Albertans.

Adding valueto our resourcesisnot anew idea. Other industries
have provided many jobs to Albertans by processing our raw
materials. A healthy economy must be diverse and add as much
value as possible to the raw materials. 1I'm not against selling a
boatload of Albertagrain to whoever wantsto pay for it, but | think
it would do usalot better selling bread and pasta that sellsfor much
more than $145 per tonne, which isthe current price of wheat.

Tax incentives to promote diversity and prosperity in our ag
industry are necessary for growth. Competitiveness in the raw

commodities market is a futile game of keeping up with the multi-
billion dollar subsidy programs of the Europeans. We need areal
incentive for businesses to tear down the processing plantsin other
countries and to build them here. It is not enough just to keep up
with the world economy. Albertashould beleading it, especialy in
the sector upon which our province was founded.

It is intended that the flow-through shares will attract much-
needed investment dollarsand offer investorstax incentive opportu-
nities, assist with the construction of agriculture value-added
processing plants, and increase the number of jobs within agricul-
ture. Motion 502 will explore ways that we as government may
accomplish just that. The purpose of this motion is to improve
access to venture capital. | believe that it istime for usto take the
lead and provide support to this very important sector of our
economy.

Mr. Spesker, a flow-through share incentive is a sound, proven
idea. Itisaviableoption, and | ask all members of this Assembly
to support Motion 502 to explore that option.

Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

MS BLAKEMAN: Thanks very much for this opportunity to speak
to Motion 502, whichis:
Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly urge the government to
explore the possibility of increasing investment dollarsin agriculture and
the agricultural industry through the use of atax vehicle in the form of
flow-through shares.
Thisisarealy interesting ideaand is following through on some of
the government incentives and plansthat | have seen in some of the
other sectors. There's area encouragement for the sector to find
dollars from other places aside from government dollars. Certainly
| saw that happen in the nonprofit sector, which is the one | come
from. Therewasgreat encouragement to raise more dollarsthrough
fund-raising and other activities: open gift shops, have tea parlours,
and all those kinds of things to raise additional dollars, usually
through commercial ventures, which isessentially what' shappening
here.

Part of what intrigues me the most about thisis the potential for
additional support into the value-added sector, whichisasector I've
been really impressed with. I’m not fooling anybody here. I’m not
akid from the farm. I’'m from the city.

AN HON. MEMBER: But you snowmobile.

MS BLAKEMAN: | snowmobile, yeah. Well, that doesn’t qualify
me asafarmkid.

| remember being struck on a couple of occasions by the amount
of work that’s been done in Alberta on value added, and there's
certainly been support coming through Innovation and Science and
through the Ministry of Agricultureon that. In one of theairports—
I think it might be Calgary — there was an incredible display of the
number of value-added products that were coming out of Alberta.
It was quite extensive. | think this thing went on for a good long
hallway, and therewereall kinds of thingsin there, not just food but
products beyond that. It really impressed me, particularly as a city
kid, of what the potential wasin the agricultural sector in Albertato
move beyond what we' ve always accepted as agricultural produce.
I think that if we are going to be competitive and move forward with
this, exploration into these new kinds of ideasis the way to go, and
certainly any financing or waysof promoting additional research and
development in this areais, | think, probably quite worth while to
follow up on.
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The other time | can remember — | think this was in either a
budget debate or in Public Accounts—when the minister outlined the
number of things that were being done with canola and canola oil,
the list was quite astounding as to what al was being done with it
now, even being used as machinery lubricating oil or something
overseas. | thought: well, good on usfor finding other waysto truly
be value added, to make our resources go a bit further and be more
attractiveto othersand find themselves another market. Truly, if we
can find 500 different markets for canola, we're going to be well on
our way herein Albertato diversifying our economy, whichisagoal
that all of us share.

Now, | had not been familiar with the concept of flow-through
shareswhen | first read thismotion, so | had to do some reading on
it, and | think I’ve got most of it. Part of the need for thisis that
venture capital is difficult to get, and certainly the member propos-
ing this mation, the Member for Wainwright, had outlined in some
detail how difficult it was to get that additional venture capital into
this area.  So, in that, this idea of flow-through shares is worth
consideration. It isgiving small companies an opportunity to raise
capital that they may well not be able to qualify for or be able to
raise from other sources.

It is pointed out to be a high-risk venture for investors. The
investors do take al of the risk, and nothing is guaranteed. They
aso have to hang in there with it, because they may not get an
immediate return on their investment. So I’m wondering what sort
of research has been done by the member to establish what the
investor pool is out there that would be interested in this kind of
high-risk, very long-term investment. To my knowledge that isn’t
what you usualy find in an investor. They're looking for a lower
risk with more of a guaranteed return, and they want it quickly.

4:20

So what istheinvestor pool? Who'sout therethat’sinterested in
this? Are they individuals? Are they corporations? Are they
Albertans even? Where isthe member expecting these investorsto
come from? Are they international investors? Are they Canadian
investors? Whereis helooking for thisto come from? Eventually,
if | understand this, theinvestor does end up with some equity inthe
venture, and I'm aways a little concerned about having large
amounts of foreign ownership of our farmland. Maybe the member
himself or someone el se can answer that question for me if we have
time.

One of the other issuesthat came up as| did my reading on thisis
the point, well made | think, that farmers are pretty independent-
minded folk. They'd haveto beto get into the kind of venture that
they get into, working so many hours often alone and taking on that
risk basically by themselves or with their family to support them.
Thiskind of venture does give someone el se control over what they
are trying to do. How well are farmers going to take to this? I'm
wondering who the member was consulting with or who were the
driving forces behind him bringing forward this motion. | was
listening to the member, but | didn’t hear things like UFA or other
farmers’ groupswho were somehow behind thisventure, pushing for
this. I'mwondering if the farmers would even be willing to accept
thiskind of venture.

So that’ s the two sides of this. One, are the farmers going to go
for it, and two, who are these investors? Who are they expected to
be? Arethey out there? Do weknow that they’ re out there and they
would even takeit? | think the possibility for not necessarily abuse
of this system but an unexpected outcome of this systemiscertainly
thereif wedon’t know already that that investor pool isthereand it’s
who we want them to be and that there is acceptance of the scheme
by the very peoplethat are seeking thefunds; that is, thefarmersand

thefamily-farm business. Truly, without those two groups working
together on this one, we may well have put amechanismin place, a
process in place that’s not wanted to be used by either of those
groups, therefore open to abuse by others yet to be named. SoI'm
just looking to get the confirmation on what kind of research has
been done behind this.

| understand that the government would likely be much in favour
of thisbecauseit isaway of increasing venture capital for the farm
industry without the government having to put any money up. |
think there’ samuch longer conversation that we can all have about
government subsidy and support of farmers and where that’s going
in the context of free trade agreements, NAFTA and now thislarger
free trade agreement, plus things ever looming on the horizon like
the MAL.

| read an article recently about the whole idea of farm subsidies
and government supported farms, a very interesting one saying,
“Keep that kind of subsidy program we' ve now got in place,” and
the other side saying, “Dump it,” and looking at different countries
where those two systems are in place and seemingly working well
in both cases. So there' salarger discussion underneath thisidea of
assistance to farmers that we have not ever really had in Alberta.

As we move increasingly from a rural-based population and
economy to an urban-based popul ation and economy, we continue
to uphold all of thoseinstitutionsthat were put in placein support of
arura status. We haven't really revisited that and carried on that
discussion, so| dofind pointsstill wherethere' saninequity between
what kind of support and possibilitiesand opportunitiesaretherefor
farmers and the rural way of life versus what's happening in the
cities. But that’s another discussion for another time.

The government does haveto beinvolved with thisor it does have
to involve the feds, | think, in order to put the tax credit or the tax
receipt in place to alow the first part of this scheme to work. My
understanding of it is that an investor receives a tax write-off for a
certain percentage based on whatever percentage has been estab-
lished. Now, isthat to be done through the federal government, and
isthe member aware of any negotiations or any movement on behal f
of Revenue Canada being open to that or the federal government
making a move to open up that legislation to include this kind of
thing? Arewe just kind of running this idea up the flagpole to see
if it flies? Hasthat kind of investigation and research taken place?

If it's aso to be coming from this provincial government, what
sort of discussions have taken place with the Minister of Revenue
and | suppose the minister of expenses? Essentialy atax receiptis
forgone revenue, so what kinds of negotiations and discussionshave
taken placethere? What kind of effect does thishave on our Alberta
bottom line if we are forgoing revenue asaresult of thistax scheme
being put in place?

One of the other things | looked at is: how is this process, this
scheme looked at in the investing world? There was kind of a split
decision there. Some peoplethat werewriting and talking about this
scheme—I"m not saying “scheme” in any negative sense here; | just
don’t know how else to describe it — or this setup that’s being
proposed often seemed to be people who were in fact seeking this
kind of aschemeto be set up—and it’saready up and runninginthe
oil sector, and it does mention the film sector aswell. That'snotin
fact happening here in Alberta. | have checked with some of my
contacts in the film industry, and while they have discussed this,
they have not made any movesbeyond that discussion stagethat I'm
aware of.

The investment community seems to be of two minds on whether
this works or not. They tend to keep pointing out that it's a poor
investment, and they don’t tend to recommend it to their investors
because it is risky, as they say, and often has a low return. So |
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guessthat’ s asubsection of my concerns and comments around who
that pool of investorsis. These are the people who are advising
those investors, and they don't seem to be entirely confident or
promoting this particular way of doing things.

Thisinvestment sector —and I’ m looking at those newsl etters that
all the banks and everybody puts out — keeps saying that therisk is
totally onthe shouldersof theinvestor, that historical ly flow-through
shares have been bad and have not paid well for the investor,
especialy in the small resource-based companies. It's noted that
governments like to encourage these flow-through shares, but the
investment community seems to come out quite strongly saying,
“Yeah, but therisk is totally on the investor,” and they' re not that
keen to get peopleinvolved in this.

So I'm sure we'd be looking for . . .

THE SPEAKER: Excuse me. | hesitate to interrupt the hon.
Member for Edmonton-Centre, but the time allocation for this part
of the Routine today has now expired.
4:30
head: Consideration of Her Honour

the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech

Mrs. Tarchuk moved that an humble address be presented to Her
Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor as follows.

To Her Honour the Honourable Lois E. Hole, CM, Lieutenant
Governor of the province of Alberta:

We, Her Mgjesty’ smost dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legidative
Assembly, now assembl ed, beg leaveto thank you, Y our Honour, for
the gracious speech Y our Honour has been pleased to addressto us
at the opening of the present session.

[Adjourned debate April 30: Mr. Jacobs)
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti.

MR. GRAYDON: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'smy pleasure
torisein the Assembly today and deliver my maiden speechin reply
to the Speech from the Throne. Now, some may think that after 17
years of elected service to the city of Grande Prairie this occasion
today might not be that significant. Let me assure you and other
members of the Assembly here today that it is a significant day for
me, for my family, and for the constituents of Grande Prairie-Wapiti.

While | have served these many years as an elected official, my
constituency has changed considerably. Where previously |
represented 36,000 residents of the city, | now represent about the
same number, but they are split roughly in half, with half coming
from the city, the other half coming from hamlets, towns, villages,
the county of Grande Prairie, and the MD of Greenview.

I want to thank all those who supported and worked for me but
especialy those workers and voters from outside the city who took
aleap of faith to support and trust a city mayor to bring their rural
and small urban concernsto thisprovincial House. | appreciatetheir
support and pledgeto them that | will bring balanced representation
to this Assembly and this government.

In my first few weeks I’'m aready seeing the new range of issues
that I’'m expected to help with, issues ranging from grizzly bears
near arural school to the construction of indoor soccer pitchesat the
Community Knowledge Campus in south Grande Prairie, a project
that will feature two high schools, twin ice arenas, twin soccer
pitches, and more, a co-operative effort of a public school board, a
Catholic school board, and the city of Grande Prairie, aproject that
by working together will save the partners over $1 million per year
in operating costs.

Now, of course, Mr. Speaker, aguy could go on and on about the

qualities of the constituency that I’ ve been elected to represent, but
| think it’s already a well-known fact that we have a robust, broad-
based economy that contributes agreat deal to Alberta swealth and
the Alberta advantage as well as a constituency that maintains a
quality of life envied by many.

Whilethanking people, it would be remiss of me not to thank my
wife, Anne, and our family of four children and five grandchildren
for their support and understanding in the past and the present as |
head off to Edmonton every week and they’re | eft to keep the home
firesburning. Aswell, Mr. Spesker, | acknowledge the encourage-
ment and guidance of my father, the late John Graydon, aveteran of
the Second World War and afarmer from Lacombe, Alberta.

Mr. Speaker, | bring to this Assembly a reputation of one who
makes short speeches, and | don’'t want to blow that reputation on
my first opportunity to speak in the Housetoday, but | do reservethe
right to go on and on at some other occasion.

Let me wrap up by saying how much I’ ve appreciated the warm
welcome and help that I've received from al members, both
returning and new, on both sides of the House as well as you, Mr.
Speaker, and the staff here at the Legidlature. You've made these
first few weeks comfortable, a great learning experience, with so
much moreto look forward to. There’saquote that goes something
like this: it's the set of the sails and not the gales that determine
where we go. Well, obviously there are many gales here in this
Assembly and in our province, but the throne speech laid out the set
of the sails, and | have tremendous confidence and pride in the
direction we are headed under the guidance of our Premier and my
colleagues. Our province has a proud history and a very exciting
future. | look forward with personal pride and anticipation to my
rolein this exciting future.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: Did the hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti
desire to adjourn the debate?

MR. GRAYDON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | would move to adjourn the
debate.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

head: Government Billsand Orders
Third Reading

Bill 3
Fisheries (Alberta) Amendment Act, 2001

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Sustainable Resource
Development.

MR. CARDINAL: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | movethird reading of
Bill 3.

MS BLAKEMAN: This has been an interesting bill, and in third
reading | just want to speak briefly to the effect of the bill. We here
intheLiberal opposition have supported thishill at al stages, | think
mostly because, certainly from my point of view, it gives us
processes to be protecting water habitat and particularly water
inhabitants, which would be fish, in Alberta. We seem to have in
some cases lost control to limit the amount of fishing or the kind of
fishing in a number of our lakes and streams.

This is essentialy a housekeeping bill, a catch-up bill. Since |
have stood in this House previously and complained that we' re not
doing enough in Alberta to update our statutes and bring them into
the modern age, which would be 2001 now, | was pleased to see
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what this bill is attempting to do. Having spoken to thisin second
reading, | did say that | hadn’t been ableto consult with some of the
people that I'm familiar with who are very concerned about what's
happening in our waterways here in Alberta and especially around
thefish stock. | have since been ableto do that and got very positive
feedback on what this bill is proposing to do.

It kind of surprised me actually. | was expecting more people to
beupinarmsabout it, but no, it’ s pretty clear, even fromthefishing
groupsthat areout there. There' sthiswalleye group that haswritten
in to us about that, and | was also in touch with some folks | think
from the trout fishing club — I'm sorry; | just can’t remember the
names off the top of my head —who al felt very strongly.

Actually, one group in particular felt pretty strongly that there
should be no fishing derbies allowed whatsoever. They felt that
what was happening with the fishing derbiesin Albertaat this point
was redlly causing problems in some of the lakes, because these
fishing derbies are like golf tournaments. There are prizes for
absolutely everything, so people are dragging fish out that they
should not have in fact taken out of the water — they should have
done a catch and release on them — to get one of these fabulous
prizes. | think some of them are even doing, you know, the smallest
fish, which is a particularly dumb thing to do in Alberta. Anyway,
this group that | wastalking to really had wanted no fishing derbies
alowed at all because of what it does when hundreds of people
descend on alake and tromp around and run their boatsaroundinthe
water and pull out al kinds of fish and then pack up, pull up stakes,
and are gone.

So, as| say, | did my consultation. | did follow through, as| said
I would, and | have to say that I’m supportive of the bill. | would
like to seeit go further, and I’'m hoping that the minister islooking
at further processesto put in placeto control how people arefishing
and to control our fish stock in Alberta more.

4:40

There is some talk of certain species of fish no longer being
stocked by the government, which | think is a great concern to the
fishing community. We' ve got to be able to manage better what we
already have. Anything that's in place that alows us to manage
what we already have—and that’ swhat I’ m assuming is going to be
happening with this, particularly under thefishing derby part, where
there has to be licences. I'm presuming that the minister foresees
being able to not issue alicence for aderby if it was being held on
alake that would be deemed to be dangerous to the fish stock. If |
can get him on record saying that, I'll be a happy woman.

That's really the only issue that | wanted to raise during third
reading, and I’ m pleased to have had the opportunity to be able to
speak. Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | will be
brief in my remarksabout Bill 3, but | first would like to express my
gratitude to theminister for providing answersto the questions| had
at second reading debate. | really appreciate his diligence and the
diligence of hisdepartment in providing theseanswers. | am pleased
to see that he's not scaling back in his efforts in regards to the
Fisheries (Alberta) Act. I'm glad to see that there are penalties or
jail or that there can be a combination of both if there are to be
violations.

I would like to note for the record that | do have some concerns
about the consultations with the sportfishing guides here, Mr.
Speaker. As | understand it, there has been no decision as to
whether or not the Alberta Professional Ouitfitters Society will be

involved in the administration of the sportfishing guide industry. |
understand there’ sgoing to beaconsultation processwith theguides
about the administration of their industry before any regulations are
put in place. | know there have been complaints. There certainly
have been complaints to the constituency office in Edmonton-Gold
Bar from professional outfitters that they have felt that the govern-
ment has moved and has not consulted them. So with that, | would
caution the minister about that.

Again, | would liketo expressmy gratitude. It certainly made my
job much easier through his co-operation and the speed with which
he and his department officials answered my questions at second
reading.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The effect of this hill, |
expect, will befavourableif it’simplemented, although | expressed
concern earlier that it isnot strong enough or doesn’t take on enough
of the issues that are putting our fish population at risk.

The quality of water is certainly a concern. In looking through
some information on Alberta’ s wildlife, 50 percent of amphibians
are threatened or endangered in Alberta and a quarter of the fish
species are at risk. This suggests, of course, ongoing concern with
thequality of our aquatic environment in Alberta, and I’ m concerned
that Bill 3doesnot go nearly far enough. A humber of organizations
certainly do identify overfishing as a concern and one of the causes
for Alberta’s declining fish stocks, but with a quarter of the fish
species at risk, | think we need to be looking at a number of causes.

Bull trout, walleye, pike, and perch are all subject to being
depleted by overfishing, but they are al so subject to other reasonsfor
their decline, whether that declineis deterioration of water quality,
pollution, overdevel opment, disruption of water flows and aquifers,
and so on. This is affecting not only sport fishermen but the
commercial fishery in Alberta. Alberta Environment’s own figures
suggest that in 1987 there were 3,000 tonnes of fish taken commer-
cialy out of Alberta waters. By 1993 that had declined to below
2,000 tonnes, and now we're seeing in the last couple of years, after
abrief recovery through the mid-90s, arather precipitousdropinthe
take from the commercia fishery in Alberta. It gets me to thinking
that we may be facing the same kind of environmental collapse in
the fishery in Alberta that we have watched unfold so tragicaly in
Newfoundland with the cod fisheries.

The cod fisheries were thought to be virtually inexhaustible in
Newfoundland, supported hundreds of thousands of Newfound-
landersover many centuries, and then with the advent of new fishing
techniquesin thelast 20 yearsand with deterioration of environmen-
tal conditions, the cod fishery has collapsed. Even with the suspen-
sion of commercial fisheries, the virtually complete suspension of
commercia fishing in Newfoundland, the cod population has not
recovered.

Well, if we look at that example and wonder what’s going to
happenin Alberta, I'mworried that the sametrend is occurring, that
in fact we' ve seen adramatic decline in the commercia fish stocks
in Alberta and sportfishery success in Alberta. There have been
steps taken to restock lakes, to increase the catch-and-release
programs, to limit takes on fish, yet we're not seeing the fish
populations recover at all, and that’s very worrisome to me.

| think we need to reduce human impacts and protect the habitat
for fish and indeed for al the vulnerable species. Thisisnot just a
matter of sentimentality, if you can be sentimental about fish. It's
also amatter of economic prosperity for the province, and theannual
losses in the commercial fishery incurred since 1987 in Alberta
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measure in the many millions of dollars. In fact, they decline
virtually every year, and again going from Alberta Environment
figures, | believe the value of the commercial fishery in Albertahas
amost collapsed. It'sgonefromanindex level of 100in 1990 down
to about 40. It'sat about 40 percent of itsvalue, and alarge portion
of that drop has occurred just in the last two or three years, where
we' ve seen theval ue of the commercial fishery in Albertadecline by
half in about three years, which tells me the fish population is just
disappearing. The samekind of trend isclear in sportfishing, where
we can see the value of gsportfishery aso following virtualy an
identical trend to the commercia fishery.

I’ svery interesting to note that going in the opposite direction, if
you plot economic growth, the faster and the further the economy
climbsin Alberta, the more rapidly the fishery collapses. It makes
one wonder if there is a correlation here. As we open up our
wildernessand our northern waters, our northern riversand lakes, to
industrial development, aswe seecitiesexpanding, aswe seeoil and
gaswellsbeing drilled in areasthat have never been touched before,
we are at the same time seeing the collapse of the natural environ-
ment and with that the fish stocks of the province.

With Bill 3it'sastep. It's heading in the right direction, but |
think wewill find that iswoefully inadequate and that Alberta sfish
stocks will be as low five years from now asthey are today and that
we will belooking at much more drastic actions or simply not only
at abandoning the commercial fishery in Alberta but virtualy
abandoning the whole tradition of sport and recreationa fishing,
which would be a great tragedy for this province.

Mr. Speaker, with those comments |’ Il take my seat. Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Sustainable Resource
Development to close the debate.

MR. CARDINAL: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | only have
afew commentsto make. First of al, I'd like to thank the opposi-
tion for the comments and recommendations they’ ve made and the
support they’ ve given throughout the debate on the particul ar bill.

4:50

| agree; this bill isagood bill. 1t's astep in the right direction.
It's targeted certain areas, but in order to address some of the
concern the opposition here and the public out there mentioned in
relation to the whole commercial and sportfishing industry in
Alberta, | intend to as soon as possible come forward with aplan to
look at further rationalization of the whole fishing industry in
Alberta. | think it'stimethat it'sdone. | will of course haveto teke
that process through our own approval structure. | aso will commit
that | will be consulting with the opposition members to seek their
support and help and guidance as we move forward with that
industry, because the benefit isfor all Albertans.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I'd just like to say thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 3 read athird time]

Bill 4
Surface Rights Amendment Act, 2001

MR. CARDINAL: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to move third reading of
Bill 4.
THE SPEAKER: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. At thistime on third
reading of Bill 4, Surface Rights Amendment Act, | would like to
say for the record that | think certainly this is an improvement in

compensation claims, from $5,000 to $25,000. This may even be
too low. I'm not convinced that it isn't, but it certainly isastep in
theright direction.

However, when you see the increase — this maximum level of
appeal s for surface rights compensation claims to be considered by
the Surface Rights Board can bein that range of $5,000 to $25,000
— it is unfortunate that due to the nature of the board’s mandate,
there’' snoimpact on the environment by the operations of the board.
All environmental issues before the board are dealt with by other
agencies.

When you look at surface rights, there are many ways that
landowners could be affected. Thereis generaly no difference, in
my view, between surface rights and environmental rights. For
instance, let’ s take the case of abattery. Let’'susefor example, Mr.
Speaker, abattery that islocated on a quarter section of land where
arancher or afarmer has aherd of cattle grazing.

That battery producesmany things. Wecan only naturally assume
that bettery is going to have a flare. It will have a flare, and
regardless of whether that flareisburning, there’ sgoing to be gas at
theflaretip. That gaswill be emitted into the atmosphere, and some
of the particulatesin that unflared gaswill land on that surrounding
land, and where does the owner of that land go? There are many,
many cases where the farmers’ cattle have been affected by indus-
tria activities like batteries.

Now, this surface rights amendment | don't believe goes far
enough. Thereisanincreased suspicion, particularly sincederegula-
tion has become fashionable with this government, that there has
been an unacceptabl edeclineintherel ationship between landowners
and petroleum companies.

Now, the activities around that battery can certainly affect the
livestock, but the rancher or the farmer does not have the ability in
this legidation to have his or her concerns addressed. This is
something that | think we need to take alook at in this Assembly.
The effect of this, of course, is not only on the cattle, but it’s on the
land. | believeit'sresidual. By that | mean it remains behind for
long periods of time. Benzeneisone chemical that’ snot suitablefor
man nor beast asit comes off the flaretip.

The whole idea of surface rights | think hasto be discussed. We
can look at landownersin Sherwood Park and how they feel, in Fort
Saskatchewan, any area. Certainly north of Calgary there are some
producing wells, some sour gas wells. How do the citizens feel
about that in close proximity? Would $25,000 be enough to meet
their needs? | don't think so. That's why | would caution the
Assembly that perhaps $25,000 is not suitable.

Now, I’'m sure the hon. minister has consulted extensively with
the stakeholders regarding this issue, and whether the target of
$25,000 was a mutually agreed-upon figure, | don’t know, but the
stakeholders that have been consulted by this side of the House, by
theresearchers, the onesthat they talked to had no ideathat this hill
was even coming forward.

So when you look at the changesthat this could have on the cattle
industry, the changes that it could have on soil conditions in the
immediate proximity to a battery or a pumping station, a gas plant
even, apetrochemical plant but also the changes that this has asthe
urban areas grow bigger and bigger and get closer and closer to
existing developmentsintheoil and gasindustry, I'msurethat inthe
future — it won't be 20 years or 17 years — hon. members of this
Assembly will bedebating thisvery issueand the wholeidea of what
is adequate about that range between $5,000 and $25,000.

With those comments at third reading, Mr. Speaker, | shall cede
the floor to another hon. colleague of this Assembly. Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Sustainable Resource
Development to close the debate.
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MR. CARDINAL: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1'd liketo
thank the opposition for their comments and for some of their
recommendations and some of their concerns they have brought
forward in relation to this bill. | believe that again this hill is
targeted on acertain area, but | believeit isin theright direction.

You can be assured this ministry will continue monitoring the
situation. | believe there was some mention in relation to the
increasein thedollarsthat that may not be enough. Wewill monitor
it further, and if further adjustments are required in the future, then
we'll come back and go through the process with the adjustments
that are required.

Again, Mr. Spesker, I'd liketo thank the opposition and thank the
House for listening to this process. Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 4 read athird time]

THE SPEAKER: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.
MR. STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given the good progress
we' ve made this afternoon, | movethat wecall it 5:30 and that when
we reconvene this evening, we do so in Committee of Supply.

THE SPEAKER: Would al hon. membersin favour of the motion
put forward by the hon. Deputy Government House L eader please

Ssay aye.

HON. MEMBERS: Aye.
THE SPEAKER: Opposed? Please say no. Carried.

[Pursuant to Standing Order 4 the Assembly adjourned at 5 p.m.]



